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Beacon Hill v. Suffolk

Residents battle university dorm plans

By MEGAN MATTEUCCI
JOURNAL STAFF

“It’s like an octopus. It keeps reaching out
... takingeverythingin its grasp.”

That’s how Beacon Street resident Gary
Hammer views Suffolk University. Unfortu-
nately, Hammeris notalone.

Approximately 15 Beacon Hill residents
went head to head with Suffolk University
Project Counsel Michael Feely and architec-
tural firm Canmon Design on Sept. 19, debat-
ing Suffolk’s proposed dormitory projectata
public meeting toreview Suffolk’s Institutional
Master Plan.

Designed to solicit neighbors’ comments
on Suffolk’s planned growth over the next five
years, the meetings discuss the Institutional
Master Plan, which the cityrequires forall city
unversities. However, last week’s meeting pri-
marily concerned the proposed dormitory
that the university plans to begin constructing
in the 8-12 Somerset St. parking lotbehind the
Sawyer Building.

Before Suffolk can begin construction in

January, it must take the proper steps for
approval, including submitting proposals to
the Boston Redevelopment Authorityand the
Boston Zoning Commission.

The BRA requires Suffolk to participate in
a60-day public comment period for the Insti-
tutional Master Plan. September 24 marked
the end of the comment period.

The major expansion plan listed in the plan
is the proposed 19-story dormitory for Suf-
folk to house 440 students.

“We have an amazingamount of overflow
with awaiting list of people who are trying to
gethousing,” Feely explained.

Hammer, a representative on the Master
Plan Task Force, said he understands the
university’sneed to house its students, but he
isaggravated with Suffolk’s inability to see the
effects the dorm will have on the neighbors.

“I wouldn’t have a problem if they [the
BRA]wouldjustscale it down and put certain
conditionsin place,” hesaid. “Wewould want
the BRA to look at it closely.”

Hammer explained that initially Suffolk
proposed a 15-story building for 350 to 400

International students

By MEGAN MATTEUCCI
JOURNAL STAFF

Suffolk University often pridesitselfon its
high percentage of international students, yet
that mayno longer be true. In reaction to the
tragedy of Sept. 11, an increaing number of
Middle Eastern students have chosen to not
continue theirstudies atSuffolk and are flying
home to seek comfort.

As of Sept. 25, 84 international students
have took a leave of absence for the semester,
according to Associate Dean of Students Elliot
Gabriel. A week ago, only 14 international
students had left.

“We have 68 students who have taken a
leave of absence for the semester through my
office [the Dean of Students], but there are
some people who just left,” Gabriel said.

According to Gabriel, not all of the 68
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Gillian and Stephanie check
outbook flicks, and Joey shares
a new type of metal.
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Megan rants about the bloody
Beacon Hill bullies and Spooner
rallies for tolerance.
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Vollyball wins and loses, and
soccer overcomes their losing
streak in a draw.

students are Middle Eastern, but they all are
international. However, international advis-
ingreported 84 international students leaving.

According to Vice President of Develop-
mentand Enrollment Marguerite Dennis, 37
of 160 Middle Eastern students took a leave of
absence for the semester and asked for a
refund. The Office of Enrollment and Re-
search Planning wasunable to provide compa-
rable figures for recent years.

However, that number does not include
international students who took a leave of
absence and students who have made arrange-
ments to take classes online or through email.

“A lot of students left, but are not with-
drawing,” Dennis said. “We are working to
have some undergrad classes online.”

President David J. Sargentsaid he is disap-
pointed to see so manystudents leave. “I know
anumber of international students did with-

Over 200 Suffolk students crowded Temple Street on Sept. 20 for the
Student Activities Fair, despite the threatening rain.

Mike Ross - Joural Staff

students. After severalmeetingswith the neigh-
bors, the universitysubmitted the project no-
tification form to the BRA calling for a 19-
story dorm for 440 students.

“All of a sudden it moved from 15 to 19
stories and 350 kids to 440,” Hammer said.
“So they didn’t hear our concerns or just
didn’tthink theywere valid.”

Hammersaid he would be happywitha 12-

story residence building, similar to the adja-
centbuildings, to house 200 to 250 students.

Hammer said he also does not appreciate
Suffolk’s “mission” to destroy the historic
charm of his Beacon Hill neighborhood and
to balance the resident to student ratio.

DORM
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flee Suffolk campus

draw,” he said. “Of all the students who with-
drew, most of them are from the Middle East.
But many students are attempting to salvage
part of the programs through independent
studiesand email,” Sargentsaid.

Dennis said she was aware of only one
studentwho is not planning on returning.

“Everysingle kid is planning to come back
in January,” Dennissaid. “Theydidn’twantto
leave, but their parents are wanting them
home. ... It's a natural reaction.”

Dennissaid thatshe is notaware of anyacts
of violence or discrimination on campus.

“Whether they're from the Middle East or
Chelsea, everyone is precious and we're all
committed to making this an enriching experi-
ence foreveryone,” she said.

The large number of students leaving for
thesemesterwillin nowayaffectthe university’s
operating budget, according to Sargent.

Elevators still without

By MELISSA FIORILLO
JOURNAL STAFF

Although elevators in the Donahue,
Ridgeway and Sawyer buildings have failed
inspection and are operating on expired in-
spection certificates, Suffolk officials insist they
are safe.

According to the Suffolk University police
log, Suffolk elevators have been stuck five times
this semester. The elevator in the Claflin build-
ing, which passed inspection and is certified
through August 2002, was stuck twice in one
day.

Vice President Marguerite Dennis and
Student Activities Assistant Director Dan
McHugh, were trapped in a Donahue elevator
for almost 30 minutes. Sept. 13 with Dennis
and McHugh Venture Editor Jen Winters ,
who was one of the students trapped in the
elevator, said it keptslipping, slidingand jerk-
ing.

The elevators have been stuck, or have had

reports of emergencies and broken parts, a
total of 36 times from Jan. 12 to Sept. 13,
according to the Suffolk police log.

Everybuildings’ elevators have experienced
problems, according to the log, except the
Archer and Fenton bujldings.

No certificatesare posted in the elevators at
150 Tremont St. George Dahlquist from the
Massachusetts Department of Public Safety
said that the certificates are supposed to be
posted, like a registration for a car.

Assistant Director of Facilities Planning
Paul Delaney said he has asked the Physical
Plantto putthe certificates in the elevators, but
they have not yet done so.

The elevators at the Donahue building
have certificates stamped withred Ws. Dahlquist
said this means they have a work order, for
work that is required for the elevator to pass
inspection. The certificate shows the amount
of time Suffolk has to get the work done.

Thework orderinspectionsinthe Donahue
elevatorswere issued April 5 and expired May

“We happen to have a very good enroll-
ment,” hesaid. “We hate tolose any students,
but the number we have lost because of this is
relativelyinsignificantfinancially.”

Dennis said that she thinks students are
beginning to go back to classes. “Forthe most
part, I think things are slowly getting back to
normal,” shesaid. i &

However, things are not returning to nor-
malatOne Beacon St., where Suffolk’sadmin-
istration isbased. CB Richard Ellis, the owner
of the building, has hired an independent
security company to demand IDs from all
people who enter the building. The security
desk, however, istequesting companies to email
visitors lists daily.

Suffolk students who do not carry an ID
will not be permitted to enter the building.

“People will catch on to the fact that you
need an ID,” Sargent said.

permits

The inspection reportstates that the eleva-
tors’ fireman service, emergency power and
smoke detectorsneed tobe tested. The access
switch to the top floor must be repaired, and
oil must be cleaned from the top of the car.

Theelevatorsat the Ridgewaybuilding have
a work order for inspection that was issued
May 17 and expired June 16.

The emergencylightand emergencymedical
technician and firefighter recall controls need
to be repaired. Also, all the ledges over two
inches mustbe baffled.

The Sawyer elevators failed inspection be-
cause theyneed to test fireman service, emer-
gency power and smoke detectors. Service
companies must clean oil from car tops, pits
and hoistways,and repair the telephonesin the
cars. They must also install gate straps on the
third floor landing door.

ELEVATORS

continued on Page 3
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Campus evacuates
after bomb scare

By MEGAN MATTEUCCI
JOURNAL STAFF

Hundreds of Suffolk students and faculty
members crowded Temple Street on Sept. 19
after a mandatory evacuation due to a bomb
scare at the McCormick Building at One
Ashburton Place.

The Boston Police Departmentreceived a
call around 10 a.m. reporting a threat of a
bomb at the McCormick Building, BPD Of-
ficer John Boyle said.

“We swept the buildingand nothing of any
suspicious nature wasfound,” Boylesaid. Boyle
said the Boston Police assisted State Police and
made no arrests.

Following the lead of other area buildings
like the State House and One Beacon St.,
President David J. Sargentdecided to evacuate
the adjacentSuffolk buildings.

“The McCormick Buildingwas evacuated
before 10a.m.,” he said. “Iwas in front of the
Sawyer Building and was advised by the State
Police to evacuate the Teachers’ Building (20
Ashburton) and Sawyer.”

Sargentsaid he then decided to evacuateall
of Suffolk’s otheracademicbuildings, except
the law school and Ridgeway, around 10 a.m.

A graduate student, who asked not to be
identified, said the Sawyer Building was not
evacuated until 10:50 a.m., with Donahue,
Fenton and Archer five minutes later. The
studentwondered why it took the administra-
tion almost an hour to notify the other build-
ings on campus and whatsort of system is used
tonotify students in an emergencysituation.

Class of 2003 President Mike Spooner,
whowas in the Sawyer Library, said the build-

ing was evacuated between 10:30 and 10:45
a.m.

“I was sitting in the library and the police
said to just leave. They didn’t say where to go
orwhy,” Spoonersaid. “l had noideawhatwas
goingon.”

Spooner, along with several other people,
questioned the university’s reasons for evacu-
ating the building, especiallywhen the students
were standing next to the empty McCormick
Building after leaving Sawyer.

An employee in the Donahue Building,
who asked to notbe identified, wondered why
the Suffolk Police did not take any crowd
control measures.

“Doesitreallymake sense tostand in front
of the buildingifitis notsafe to be inside? Why
didn’tthe police doanything to let the students
and faculty know what’s going on?”

Sargent said he was encouraging students
tostickaround and wait until noon, when he
would decideif the university would close for
the day or not.

“Itwas mydecision to shutforan hourand
ahalfandwe did,” Sargentsaid. “A substantial
number of students weren'’t in class anyway
because theywere on the streets. So I decided
to err on the side of caution.”

However, Donahue and Fenton were not
evacuated until 11 a.m.,an hourafterstudents
in the other buildings were dismissed.

“We're just taking the necessary precau-
tions,” said Assistant Director of Facilities
Planning Paul Delaney.

Upon making the decision to evacuate,
Sargent said he notified Suffolk police, the
facilities director and representatives from
each of the deans. The deans then communi-

Student Team Advising
Retention Services
(STARS)
Committee Meeting

Where: Claflin Building, 2nd Floor

The Suffolk community is invited to attend!

If you would like information about the STARS
Committee, please contact the Student Advisory
Line (SAL) at (617) 573-8798 or email:
sal@suffolk.edu.

When: October?2,2001

Time:3 to 4 p.m.

Wednesday, September 26, 2001

cated with their faculty.

“There was certainly confusion, which I'm
unhappy about. We’re going to try to elimi-
nate thatin the future,” Sargentsaid. “We're
working on ourinteroffice communication.”

Sargent said he did not utilize the phone
notification system because notenough people
getnotified thatway. He also decided against
ringing the fire alarms.

“The city doesn’t like when we use fire
alarmsin non-emergencysituations,” Sargent
said.

llya Popov - Journal Staff
A bomb scare in the McCormick Building led President David J. Sargent to
evacuate Suffolk on September 19.

Telecommunications Coordinator Jane
Scherban sentvoice mail messages td'all faculty
around 11 a.m. advising them of the closings,
and another message around noon informing
them thatall effected building were reopening.
However, manypeople had already evacuated
thebuilding.

After the State Police told Sargent the
McCormick Building was safe, he decided to
reopen the buildings, whichwasaround 11:45
a.m.

Depression takes its toll

By CHIKELUBA KENECHUKWU
JOURNAL STAFF

The unprecedented terrorist attack two
weeksago has exacted some psychological toll
on Suffolk University students and staff, ac-
cording to the school’s top health officials.
New Health Director Sharon Yardleydid not
give figures, but said “many” students who
consulted Suffolk’s health centerin the wake
of the attacks have complained of suffering
psychological distress. In some instances, the
attack, translated into physical symptomsand
outrightillness, she said.

“With the recent terrorist attacks in New
York, we are seeing students that are having
problems with their bodies breaking out in
rashes or having difficulties in sleeping,” said
Yardley.

“People have been getting sick very easily
because theirimmune systems are so depleted
that they pick up coldsveryeasily,” she added.
In times of distressand uncertaintysome people
seek escape and solace in alcohol and drugs,
and Yardleysaid some Suffolk students might
have chosen this route.

“To numb the effects of the attack, people
are drinking too much, using more drugs,
smoking pot, doing that kind of stuff,” said
Yardley.

Inaddition, some students have been show-
ing other signs of depression such as “not
eating, overeating, notsleeping, sleepingall the
time,” Yardleysaid.

Several Suffolk students reported loss of
friends or relatives in the attack, and Yardley
said some of them have been hit particularly
hard by depression.

“There’s a lot of depression surrounding
peoplewhose lostfamilymembersand friends,”
shesaid.

Atthe counseling center, staff psychologist
Paul Korn said that between 15 and 20 stu-
dents and staff of Suffolk University have
soughtcounselingasaresultof psychological
distress caused by the terrorist attacks. Some
other students and staff, he said, might have
sought help through other channels.

“I think that there are many many more
people who are taking care of their own psy-
chological impactin their own ways by going to
the memorial services, bygoing to churches, by

talking to their friends, by takingadvantage of
some of the group meetings thathave occurred
on the campus,” said Korn.

Yardley and Korn indicated that the ten-
sion caused by theattacks, coupled with fears
raised by the likelihood of war, has suddenly
made the future seem uncertain and fearful to
many, raising stress and anxiety levels.
“There’s all kind of ripples from the attack,”
said Korn. -

“People may still be frightened or con-
cerned about their safety,and saddened by the
loss of life. People may be fearful about the
nextstep that the country takes oraboutwhere
theworld’s goingin terms of general safety. Is
there going to be a war? And we really can’t
predict what's going to go on. And that very
unpredictability, I think, may affect people
because theydon’t know what's going to hap-
pen next.”

Yardley and Korn urged students to use the
resources provided by the university to brace
themselves psychologically. Students, Yardley
said, must not allow themselves to fall apart
because thatwas preciselyone of the aims of the
terrorist to destabilize the American people.

“I am hoping that students will access the
outreach that the counseling departmentand
the campus ministry are doing here so that it
(the attack) doesn’thave along-term effecton
them,” shesaid. “I thinkitwould be ashame for
their studies to be totally disrupted by these
attacks. I think that that’s part of why it was
done, to upset us to the pointwhere we can’t
goon.”

In adocumentmadeavailable by Korn, the
counseling center detailed typical emotional
and behavioralresponses likely to be caused by
disasters such as the terrorist attacks. They
include social withdrawal orisolation, eating
or appetite changes, sleep disturbance or in-
somnia, increased use of alcohol or drugs,
fatigue or loss of energy, and dreams or night-
mares of the event.

To cope with these problems, the counsel-
ing center recommends thataffected students
should “reach out and make contact with
others, talk with friends and loved ones, ex-
press their feelings appropriatelylike through
a journal, avoid excessive use of alcohol or
drugs, and exercise or participate in some
regular physical activity.”
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Seniors battle for SGA representative spot

By GLENN MAFFEI
JOURNAL STAFF

Student GovernmentAssociation elections
began Tuesdaywith twoseniors dukingit out
for a vacant class representative spot.

Bryanna Houston, who losta bid forsenior
class president last year, has returned after a
year-long absence from political service to
challenge SGA member-at-large Mike Trainor
for the responsibility of helping plan gradua-
tion ceremonies and senior week in May.

Both candidates stressed that their duties
should extend beyond senior week, from in-
creasing community service to adding pro-
gramsand activities.

During his speech, Trainor proposed a
pub crawl for Suffolk seniors, similar to an-
nualevents usuallysponsored bylocal Boston
bars. Crawls, which generallystart on an early
Saturdayafternoon and lastuntil early evening,
are designed bybars to attract customers with
inexpensive beer during off-peak hours.

Although Houston did not respond spe-
cifically to thatsuggestion during her speech,
she later criticized the idea asbeing implausible
and irresponsible.

“This is our senior year,” she explained.
“What's it going to be, one big pub crawl?”

“Yah, I'd like to see Dean (of Students
Nancy) Stoll’s stamp of approval on that one.
(A pub crawl) seems to be a focal point of our
classand I don’tthink thatthisselfindulgence
should be.”

Trainor later defended the pub crawlidea
as one that would contribute to his goal of
creating unitybetween residentand commuter
students before they graduate without having
had the opportunity to get to know each other.

“IfI can doa pub crawl through the school,
then great. But I would also be willing to do it

Karolina Stefanksi - Journal Staff
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IF | CAN DO A PUB CRAWL
THROUGH THE SCHOOL, THEN
GREAT.

ek

— MIKE TRAINOR

THIS IS OUR SENIOR YEAR.
WHAT'S IT GOING TO BE, ONE
BIG PUB CRAWL?

- — BRYANNA HoOUSTON

unofficially,” he said. “I just want to get the
senior class together, in asocial environment,
so they can get to know each other before
seniorweekgets here.”

Houston, who has been active in commu-
nityserviceat Suffolksince her freshman year,
willseek to add additional communityservice
days and to promote more participation
throughout the school.

Trainorsaid heisalsointerested in promot-
ingcommunityinvolvement, butcontends that

Suffolk sings for Store 24

BY SoLANGE DIALLO
JOURNAL STAFF

A co-ed a capella singing group within
Suffolk’s student performing arts program,
will make a jingle for the convenience store
chain Store 24’s general meetingat the open-
ing of “City Oasis,” anew project of the corpo-
ration. :
The Ramifications were noticed by Tho-
mas Hart, chief operating officer at Store 24,
atSuffolk’sStudent Government Association
leadership awards ceremony last year.

“His idea was to have our a capella group
perform an original jingle that I would write
for a new product line that Store 24 was
putting out, called City Oasis,” explains Chris
DeStefano, assistant to the dean of students
for the performing arts program.

The City Oasis would be a destination
inside all branches of Store 24, which would
be devoted to food offerings and snacks 24
hours a day, seven days a week, with new and
upgraded recipes.

The opening is scheduled for Oct. 15

“The City Oasis concept existed before,”

Thomas Hartsaid. “But we are now strength-
ening it. We are targeting students at Suffolk
in particular, and people who would need
quick solutions to their food problems in
general, such asmanagers, students (and) busi-
ness people.

“I think what this represents for me is the
diversity of opportunities that we can provide
for students,” says DeStefano. “The a capella
groupis prettynew, so in thinking about what
theywilldo as they get going, as they generate
new members and become a larger group.”

DeStefano envisions the group performing
at Suffolk hockey games during holidays and
otherevents.

“When Tom called with this opportunity,

Ithoughtitwaskind of unique, veryinteresting -

and Ithink probablykind of rare,” he said. “So
I look at this as yet another opportunity for
ourstudentsto kind of stretch themselves and
put themselves in different situations where
they can use their talents, perform and have
fun while they're doingit.”

. Store 24 Corp. will make an undetermined
contribution to the performingarts program,
according to DeStefano.

®mELEVATORS
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The elevators at the residence hall at 150
Tremont St. were inspected on August 23,
2000, and certified December 7. Their certifi-
cate expires on August 22, 2005.

Delaney said the university has different
repair services for the Claflin Building and
Sargent Hall. He said they are finalizing a
modernization programwith the service com-
panies in order toreplace or upgrade elevators
over the next couple of years.

Delaney said the state is having trouble

getting inspectors, resulting in delayed inspec-
tions. Suffolk recently changed service compa-
nies for Donahue and Sawyer, and now has
one service company for every building except
20 Beacon and Sargent Hall.

“We still need to fix things that were left
undone previously,” said Delaney. “We will be
getting certificateswhen all the work is done.”

“It's a long process and it’s going to take
time,” said Delaney. “The elevatorsare safe, no
oneisgoing togethurt.”

He said most of the problems the elevators
are having are more getting the doors to open,
rather than a concern for potential injury.

that responsibility does not lie with the class
representative because “thereisalreadyawhole
organization devoted to community service
(SOULS).” :
Another problem confronting the senior
classand therest of the university, Trainorand
Houston acknowledged, is tension created for
Suffolk’s 160 Middle Eastern students, 68 of
whom have taken a leave of absence this past
week. Some have said they fear retaliation
from students who blame them for Muslims’

alleged involvement in the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks in New York, Washington, DC and
Pennsylvania.

“It’ssad that these studentsfeel theyare not
comfortable here,” Houston said. “These stu-
dents are not here to blow up buildings, orwe
hope not. Butwe should atleast give them the
benefit of the doubt.”

She continued, “It’s not fair that because
people can break these students down to a
certain part of the world, that they be perse-
cuted.”

Trainor agrees that something has to be
done to make Arabian students feel comfort-
able. He explained how he helped recruit a
student from the Middle East to go on the
Suffolk-sponsored Six Flags trip, which oc-
curred onlyfour days after the terroristattack.

“I think it helped take his mind offit,” he
said.

Freshmen Ashley Jordan, Dave Raleigh
and Matt Wilder, all with previous student
government experience, also gave speechesyes-
terdayoutlining the changes theywould like to
see on campus if they are elected as class -
president.

Freshman Armen Apelian is running un-
opposed forvice president. Dimitri Aletras]r.,
Becky Harlow and Scooter Walper are run-
ning for the freshmen class representative po-
sition.

Sean Powers is running unopposed for
junior classrepresentative and Dave Rodrigues
is unopposed for sophomore class representa-
tive.

Students who missed the opportunity to
voteafter the speechesin the cafeteria, canvote
on Sept. 26, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Sawyer
lobby and Sept. 27, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
Donahue lobby and the NESADSU Gallery
28.

8470.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM
THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE

If you received an employment award as
part of your aid package but don’t have a
job, contact the Financial Aid Office for
placement assistance. We are located on
the first floor of the Donahue Building and
can be reached by phone at (617) 573-

Listed below is the payrollschedule for the
fall2001 semester. Y ou may want to clip it
for future reference. If you are already
working on campus your supervisor has
been sent a copy of this schedule.

Suffolk University Student Payroll Schedule 2001

General Rule: Student employees are paid every two weeks (bi-weekly)
onFridays. The work week ends on a Saturday (see schedule below). Any
exceptionstothis schedule will be sentinamemo from Payroll. Time sheets
are due inthe Payroll office NO LATER than 11:00 a.m. ontime sheetdue

dateslisted below.

Period covered Timesheet Due Pay Date
08/19-09-01 (FICA Exempt) 08/31/01 *Friday* 09/07/01
09/02-09/15 09/17/01 09/21701
09/16-09/29 10/01/01 10/05/01
09/30-10/13 10/15/01 10/19/01
10/14-10/27 10/29/01 11/02/01
10/28-11/10 11/09/01 *Friday* 11/16/01
11/11-11/24 11/26/01 11/30/01
11/25-12/08 12/10/01 12/14/01
12/09-12/15 *week* 12/17/01 12/21/01
12/16-12/29 12/28/01 *Friday* 01/04/02
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Arts &

“The Musketeer” lacks in talented leads

By GILLIAN REAGAN
JOURNAL STAFF

Alexander Dumas’ novel “The Three Mus-
keteers” was once again adapted intoa swash-
buckling adventure movie to collect dust on
the shelves. Director Peter Hyams debauches
the original story line and fails miserably at
makingan original film.

Ourdashingyounghero, D’Artagnan (Jus-
tin Chambers) watched Febre (Tim Roth), the
evilleader of Cardinal
Richelieu’s (Stephen
Rea) brutal army,
murder his familyasa
boy. He returned to
Paris as a skilled
swordsman to seek revenge and join the infa-
mous, butdefunct, Musketeers. He befriends
Athos(Jan Gregor Kremp)and Porthos(Steven
Spiers) to help revive the Musketeersand save

the Queen of France (Catherine Deneuve)
from Febre and the Cardinal’s evil ploys.
D’Artagnan also finds love in peasant girl
Francesca (Mena Suvari). )

Weriter Gene Quintano adapted the script
and made D’Artagnan and Francesca’s rela-
tionship the focus of the plot, instead of the
banding of the Musketeers. He modernizes the
story by throwing in a few sexual innuendos,
some feministcommentaryandbasicallydumbs
down the plot. The endingresultisaninsultto
Dumas’ original story and the movie-goer.

Not only does the script get dumbed up,
butso do the casting choices.

Chambers is living proof that, unfortu-
nately, good looks alone can get you far in
Hollywood. His previouseffortsin “The Wed-
ding Planner” and Calvin Klein ads didn’t
prove hisacting abilities and neither does his
performance in “The Musketeer.” He’sa hor-
rible lead actor. Chamber plays D’Artagnan

Drew Barrymore's new movie, “Riding in Cars With Boys,” will be
released in theaters on October 19.

Arew Schwrtz / Iumbia Pictures

“O” is pretty good, yo!

By STEPHANIE MIACLIN
JourRNAL CONTRIBUTOR

Shakespeare’s “Othello” has recentlybeen
adaptedinto the new brilliantlymodern movie,
“O.” Shakespeare’s timeless stories have ele-
ments that everyone can relate to: love, jeal-
ousy, strife and anger.

In a South Carolina prep school, Odin
James (Mekhi Phifer) is the star basketball
player and the only black student. He also is
dating Desi (Julia Stiles), who is the dean’s
daughter. Hugo (Josh Hartnett) is jealous of
Odinand weavesaweb of liesand deceit. Hugo
uses anaccomplice, Roger. Hugo knows that
Rogerisinlovewith Desi, and usesit, alongwith
the guiltiness, to furtherstring Odin into rage.
Hugo also uses Desi’s best friend Michael
(Andrew Keegan) to deceive Odin.

The movie had several central themes, in-
cludingbird comparisons. The school mascot
was the hawk, and several times Odin is com-
pared to the hawk for his abilities on the
basketball court. Through voice over, both at
theverybeginningand theveryend, Hugo says,
“I have always envied the hawk for his free-
dom.” Hugo is also compared to the bird.

Unlike the hawk, Hugo is limited; not only
by his own boundaries, but those of his father.

Asthe twoleading men are compared to the

hawk, Desi is compared to the dove. Tradition-
ally white, the dove portrays both innocence
and purity, which are both qualities of Desi.

In onescene,as Hugo explains the climax of
his master plan to Odin, he holdsa dove in his
hand. Onlymomentslater, as the plan is being
wheeled into action, we see the hawk.

While all the actors performedwell, Phifer
was a favorite. He brought a certain truth to
Odin.

As Odin’s love for Desi slowly turned to
jealousy then hatred, Phifer was both believ-
able and truthful. His facial expressions and
eyes helped his performance.

Like all movies, “O” has its faults. In the
original play, the relationship of Iago (Hugo)
and Emilia (Emily) is the darker undertones of
Othello (Odin) and Desdemona’s (Desi). In
the movie, Hugo’s relationship with Emily is
notas developed. Emilyis placed on the back
burner even though her role is pivotal in
Hugo’s deceit, butshelostsome of the edge and
sarcasm Shakespeare had given her, and, indi-
rectly, so does Hugo.

Overall, this movie waswell-presented and

well-played. Even if you are nota Shakespeare -

tan, watch thismovie. The look on Hugo's face
when the coach proudly admits that he loves
Odin like asonis the onlymotivation the movie
needs.

so flatly and perverted that it makes the char-
acterunlikeable.

Suvari’s performance wasalso disappoint-
ing. Sheisstillmuch tooimmature in heracting
years to suddenly become a graceful, feminist
lead in a period film.

“The Musketeers’” onlysaviors were Roth
and Deneuve.

Roth hasalways been the perfectvillain in
his past films. Though the scriptdidn’t utilize
his talents to the fullest, Roth shined through
with menacing eyes and a convincing cold-
hearted Febre performance.

Deneuve was perfectly cast and played a
spunky Queen. Her talent grows with each
film, but “The Musketeer” doesn’t showcase
that due to the horrible script.

Asseen in Hyams’ pastfilms, such as “The
Relic” and “End of Days,” his photography
and direction is dark. Though dark lighting
can be affective in horror/thriller movies,

Hyam’s style didn’t complement the light, ad-
venturous mood of “The Musketeer.” The
finely-choreographed fight sceneswere confus-
ing and wasted due to Hyams’ dark scenes.

The graceful “Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon” influence was obvious in the battle
scenes, as movie-goers should expect tosee in
many movies to come.

Xin-Xin Xiong finely choreographed the
sword swinging and face kicking, but most of
the moves have alreadybeen done, and done
much better at that.

The overall problem with the film is that
there was no originalityin “The Musketeers”
and Hyams had nothing new for theaudience
tosee. This fault caused the movie tobe boring
and virtually useless as a film.

Don’t waste your money on “The Muske-
teer.” Wait for the more amusing movies to
come out, such as “Don’t Say a Word” and
“Riding in Cars With Boys.”

Live finds aggression
with new record V

By CHRIS DWYER
JourNAL CONTRIBUTOR

Live have found a niche that they feel most
comfortable with on the cleverly titled album
V.

Gone are the spiritual aspects that lead
singerand songwriter Ed Kowalczyk has always
relied upon, replaced by lyrics and music that
aremoreaggressivelyinfluenced than the band’s
previous sound.

On “Deep Enough,” Chad Taylor’s guitar

ing a montage of footage of the heroic rescue
workers that have been called to help. The
track is a haunting combination of piano and
cello, blended with Kowalczyk’s emotional
vocalsat their finest. The track is the diamond
in the rough of V arare ballad squeezed into
an album filled with the band’s mostaggressive
music to date.

This album demonstrates Live’s ability to
constantly reinvent themselves with each re-
lease, withoutdisappointing theirloyal fanbase.

Back in 1994, York, Penn., Live released
their  break-

gets a nu-metal upgrade,
fusing heavygrooves, along
with a jumpy rythym sec-
tion. The songblends per-
fectlywith Kowalczyk’s con-
stant and blatant sexual
innuedos.

V was written by
Kowalczyk on the road

THIS ALBUM DEMONSTRATES
LIVE'S ABILITY TO CONSTANTLY

through album,
Throwing Cop-
per, which was a

during The Distance To
Heretour and reflects the energy of the crowd
which Live feeds off of. “Ok?” drivesa force that
is reminiscent of latter-day U2, showcasing
Chad Gracey’s drumming and Patrick
Dahlheimer’s consistent groove-laden
basslines. “Flow” hits upon a catchy chorus,
while “The Ride” relies on minor Middle-
Eastern influences.

“Forever May Not Be Long Enough,” co-
written with Glen Ballard, who has worked
with Alanis Morrissette and Aerosmith, may
be the album’s only calling to a classic Live
track, with Kowalczyk’s lyric of “This world is
never enough, and I'm notgivin’ up. My faith
in love islike blood, I'd splitit freely for some.”

The first single from V “Simple Creed,”
features another nu-metal basic riff, along
with a new consistency to lighten up with
serious lyrics. The tune features guest rapping
by trip-hopper Tricky, who is returning the
favor from Kowalczyk’s guest vocal on his
“Evolution Revolution Love.” On “People
Like You,” Kowalczyk fantasies, “I was on a
stage with Queen/Michael Stipe, and Elton
John/Bonoand Springsteen.” The songisan
ode to the band’s fans and states that “rock
androllisking.”

After the World Trade Center tragedies,
Live donated avideo for “Overcome,” featur-

REINVENT THEMSELVES WITH fa deparmr,e
from the acoustic

EACH RELEASE, WITHOUT DISAP- laden, spiritual
POINTING THEIR LOYAL FAN BASE. feclof theirdebut
S Mental Jewelry.

The band found

asound that was layered with heavier guitars
and more of an “alternativerock” sense. This,
plus the success of Copper’s radio-friendly “I
Alone” and modern ballad “Lightning
Crashes,” helped Live to gain appeal past the
Pennsylvania colleges that they were once ac-
customed to.

Lead singer and songwriter Kowalczyk of
ten found magic within his lyrics of religion,
life,and romance, and strucka chord with the
band’saudience. On 1997’s Secret Samadhi,
Live's spiritual sense was in full effect, dropping
tunes with an exotic feel, such as “Lakini’s
Juice” and “Turn My Head.” The band finally
seemed to find perfection with 1999’s The
Distance To Here. Thealbum was considered
bymany tobe Live’smasterpiece, beingawork
thatreached new heights, both musicallyand
lyrically. The band then embarked on a tour
that took them around the world, hitting
Boston’s own Orpheum Theatre in late 1999.

Live’snew-found aggression with Vhelpsto
create a sound that will be exciting to watch.
The band are taking the new tunes on their
openingstint for the recently reunited Jane’s
Addiction, hitting Worcester’s Centrum Cen-
trein October. The band will then be headlin-
ing their own late fall/earlywinter tour,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>