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Beacon Hill and Suffolk join forces
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Resident Lisa Foster-Cooney helps decorate the Hill with Suffolk.

Students help decorate Hill

By GILLIAN REAGAN
JourNAL STAFF

It’s beginning to look a lot like
Christmas along Beacon Hill and
- Temple Street.

Over 100 Beacon Hill residents,
business owners and Suffolk stu-
dents decorated over 1,000 gas lan-
tern poles with garlands and bows
in the community on Dec. 1 and 2
for the sixth annual Decorating
Day event.

The program was organized by
the Beacon Hill Business Associa-

tion and the Beacon Hill Civic
Association.

Thirteen Suffolk students gath-
ered at the Harrison Gray Otis
House on Saturday from noon to 5
p.m. to help cut and prepare the
2400 yards of laurel garland used
to decorate Beacon Hill and 11
student volunteers gathered on
Sunday morning to help hang the
decorations, according to Assistant
Director of Service Learning and
Leadership Development Amy
French. :

“Iwas so happywith the student

Partnership saves Alumni Park

By MEGAN MATTEUCCI
JOURNAL STAFF

Suffolk’s holiday wish has been
fulfilled earlywith an agreement to
purchase Alumni Park.

“Santa Claus came early,” Vice
President/Treasurer Francis X.
Flannery said. “This definitely is
good news.”

After many complaints fromthe
community against a proposal to
build townhouses on the site, the
church has agreed to sell the park
to a Suffolk community consor-
tium.

“This is all subject to negotia-
tion. We've been working on this
three-party agreement with the
university, the city of Boston and
neighbors on Temple Street,”
Suffolk’s attorney Jeff Mullan said.

The neighbors are being repre-
sented by the Beacon Hill Civic
Association.

Mullan, a Suffolk Law alum,
emphasized that the agreementwill

turnout,” French said.

French approached the BHCA
at the beginning of the semester,
hoping to help bring together Suf-
folk and the Beacon Hill commu-
nity more. Suzanne Besser, execu-
tive director of the BHCA, worked
with French and the Beacon Hill
Business Association to organize a
holiday fund raiser on Oct. 3 at the
Hampshire House to help raise
$10,000 in donations for the event.

DECORATING

continued on Page 3

Administrators crack down

By GLENN MAFEEI
JOURNAL STAFF

Calling for a crackdown on all
unnecessary expenses, Suffolk ad-
ministrators are reconsidering ev-
ery dollar spent, from excess per-
sonnel to food and flowers, and are
demanding that all university de-
partments do the same.

Increased scrutiny is the name
of this new game, administrators
say, from doing away with all non-
essential personnel to some smaller
cuts, like the elimination of coffee

and bagels from departmental meet-

ings.
Unless hmng new faculty is es-

sential to the university’s opera-
tion, a hiring freeze has been estab-
lished, according to university offi-
cials.

Administrators say, too, that
there is no rush to replace depart-
ing faculty members. For those who
may be fearful of job security, Dean
of College of Arts and Sciences
Michael Ronayne and Vice Presi-
dent/Treasurer Francis X. Flannery
assure them that their jobs are safe
as long as productivity is steady.

Still, all corners of the univer-
sity can expecta closer look, includ-
ing university employees, whose
salaries and benefits are 54 percent
of the total budget. “If [a faculty

member] leaves, we try to waita few
months and see if an existing mem-
ber can take their place,” Flannery
said. “We’re looking at everything
and asking if it’s something we
really need (and) if we’re wasting
money, we want to know aboutit.”

Ronayne added, “There’s not
so much of a hiring freeze, but a
careful review of the needs there. It
depends on the job they’re doing
more than the title.”

And while the prospect of chip-
ping away at the over $68 million
spent annually on faculty salaries
mayappeal toadministrators, other
identified areas of waste and un-
necessary costs are being consid-

notbe finalized until Dec. 21, when
the church plans to close and sign
‘the purchase and sale agreement.

The three parties will pay
$475,000 to St. John’s for the park.

While Mullan would not dis-
close how the bill will be divided,
he said that Suffolk was paying
more than the residents and the
city.

“Suffolk’s contributinga major-
ityofthe funds,” he admitted. “The
details of the transaction remain to
be worked out. We have an under-
standing on the price and the clos-
ing. ... The neighbors and the city
are coming up with a substantial
contribution, however.”

Suffolk has leased Alumni Park
from the Church of St. John’s the
Evangelist for over 20 years for
$100 a year. But with increasing
real estate prices and the finan-
cially unstable church’s need for
repairs, St. John’s decided to sell
the lot last spring. Attempting to
renew its lease, which expired May

15, Suffolk began payinga monthly
fee of $1,000 to maintain the park,
St. John’s attorney David Wylie
told the Journallast year.
However, the church went
ahead and put the lot up for sale.
Not wanting the land to be de-
veloped, Suffolk and the Beacon
Hill Civic Association formed a
coalition to purchase the property.
In April, the coalition bid $75,000.
A month later, developer Gray
MacLetchie announced plans to
build two townhouses valued at
over $545,000.
Thus, Suffolk and the neigh-
bors immediately stepped in.
Theagreementspecifies thatthe
park will remain untouched by
developers, according to Boston
Parks Commissioner Justine Liff.
“We're delighted tobe a help in
the process to save openspace,” she
said. “It’s the mayor’s acquisition

PARK
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Mike Ros - Journal Sff
Suffolk and Beacon Hill will purchase Alumni Park on Temple
Street in a joint agreement with the city.

on Suffolk budget

ered as well. Flannery’s office re-
centlysentall departmentsa memo
requesting that they stop serving
food at faculty meetings to save
money. Employees giving birth, or
who are in the hospital for any
number of reasons, can no longer
receive flowers or get-well cards paid
for out of department funds. Travel-
related expenses are also being
looked at with a careful eye.

“No more food at faculty meet-
ings,” Flannery said. “There might
be six people at a faculty meeting
and a whole tray of coffee and
bagels. It’s not necessary and can
be done without.

“It sets a mode: watch your pen-

niesand the dollarswill watch them-
selves.”

For the first time in at least 38
years, Suffolk’s administration has
also changed how all areas of the
university submit budget requests.

The university is ordering de-
partments to submit a zero-based
budget this year, which requires
that each expense be justified from
zero up. With exceptions granted
only to programs whose quality
depend on an increase in financial
support, nearly all university de-
partments should expect a zero

FINANCES

continued on Page 14
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Faculty committee plans to review mission

By GLENN MAFFEI
JOURNAL STAFF

Although two of Suffolk’s top adminis-
trators say the university will not change its
mission, a committee has been formed to
consider revising the university’s mission
statement, on which both administrators
have a seat. :

Dean of Admissions Walter Caffey and
Vice President of Enrollment and Interna-
tional Programs Marguerite Dennis are each
on a committee examining Suffolk’s mis-
sion. The committees have been formed as
part of the university-wide self-study and re-
accreditation process, which takes place ev-
ery 10 years. Next semester, they will deter-
mine if the mission statement will be modi-

fied.

Inrepeated interviews, Dennisand Caffey
have insisted that Suffolk’s mission will re-
main the same.

“I want to make sure we stay true to our
mission,” Caffey said in an interview two
weeks ago. “There are schools who change
their mission and they don’t know what they
are anymore. We don’t want to do that.”

In four interviews specifically about
Suffolk’s mission, Caffey failed to mention
hisinvolvementin the ongoing re-evaluation
of the mission statement.

When later asked if he sat on a committee
that would be reevaluating the mission,
Caffey said he knew he was on a committee
of that sort but couldn’t recall its name. He

did not return repeated phone calls before

Photo Courtesy Public Affairs
Robert Moakley, President David J. Sargent and Congressman Jim McGovern
present Suffolk University Law School with a portrait of the late Joesph Moakley.

?? Confused ??

Need answers fast??

Call SAL

(Student Adyvisory Line)
for answers to your questions
about Suffolk University.

(617) 573-8798

_e-mail:sal@admin.Suffolk.edu
SAL is brought to you by
the Office of Retention Services.

press time.

Dennis has also stood firm on the same
ground, that Suffolk’s mission is a valuable
part of the school’s history and should not
change.

“We're not going to change the color of
our skin to go with the times,” Dennis said.
“I think when you change your mission, it’s
a dangerous thing.”

While both administrators insiston main-
taining Suffolk’s historic mission, others
throughout the university say there is a need
to increase standards and update the mis-
sion. :

“(The university’s currentsituation) does
not permit substantial growth” President
David J. Sargent said last month. “It gives

you the luxury of improving the quality of
the student body.” Sargent later said that
while the mission will be re-evaluated next
year and may be altered, “the mission will
not be dramatically changed.”

“We will be as selective with GPAs’ and
SATs as we can, but without changing our
mission,” Sargent explained.

Mark Rotondo, a data analyst for College
of Arts and Sciences, is on the re-accredita-
tion committee with Caffey. He explained
that while the mission statement may not be
changed drastically, he also said thatit might.

“Here we are, 10 years into our current

CAFFEY
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Moakley legend lives
on with exhibit

By MEGAN MATTEUCCI
JOURNAL STAFF

From the South Boston projects to the
U.S. Congress, from Navy frontlines toworld
peace talks, from the Archer Building to
John Joseph Moakley Law Library, Suffolk
University chronicles the late congressman’s
life in the “John Joseph Moakley: In Service
to His Country” exhibit.

Housed in Sargent Hall, the public gal-
lery opened Nov. 27.

The exhibit includes photographs, an
interactive video, Moakley’s desk, campaign
flyers and other items from his estate.

A Suffolk Law alum, Moakley left his
papers to the university last spring.

Suffolk history professor and university
archivist Robert Allison worked with the
law library staff to arrange for the papers,
videotape interviews before Moakley’sdeath
and set up the exhibit.

“We're helping keep the legacy of one of
the most powerful congressmen, not to men-
tion one of the popular, most beloved mem-
bers of Congress,” Allison told the Journal/
in October.

Approximately 400 politicians, friends,
family and alumni gathered Tuesday night
fora private dedication ceremonyand recep-
tion to honor Moakley’s legacy. Most of

Moakley’s family and staff were there, along
with Congressman Jim McGovern, Boston
City Councilors Steven Murphy and Brian
Honan, former Boston City Councilor and
Suffolk alumnus Diane Modica and Larry
DiCara, and several other city and university
officials.

“Moakley’s entire family and staff from
Washington, D.C., and Boston were there,”
Director of Public Affairs Rosemarie Sansone
said. “There was a wonderful representation
of people.”

The ceremony featured speeches by
McGovern, Suffolk President David J.
Sargent and Moakley’s son, Robert.

Moakley’s portrait was presented to Law
Librarian Betsy McKenzie on Tuesday
evening. The portrait will be hung in the
Moakley Law Library.

McGovern also presented Moakley’s desk,
which the late congressman gave him as a
gift, to Suffolk. The desk is on loan for the
duration of the exhibit.

The exhibit features photographs of
Moakley’s Southie childhood, his gavel from
his Washington, D.C. office, and shovels
from the Big Dig, the Moakley courthouse
and other Boston building projects.

MOAKLEY

continued on Page 13

SGA may vote online

By GILLIAN REAGAN
JOURNAL STAFF

The Student Government Association is
considering a new election method that
would allow students to vote online in uni-
versity computer labs, replacing the tradi-
tional paper ballots.

“l think the current program is anti-
quated,” said Aurelio Valente, director of

* studentactivities- Valente, who is also chair-

person of the election committee, said SGA
would benefit by “taking advantage of tech-
nology to vote.”

Asan interim measure, SGA members in
favor of onlinevoting hope to passan amend-
ment that will allow students to vote on
secure websites in over 20 campus computer
labs, including the residence hall and New
England School of Art and Design labs.

Initially, students would also have the
option of voting on paper ballots.

SGA candidates and their representa-
tives are not allowed to “actively campaign
within designated polling areas” or stand
“anywhere in front of the voting tables,”
under the election committee regulations.

SGA members against online voting are
concerned that candidates will stand over

students’ shoulders while they vote on their
computers.

On Dec. 4, SGA voted to amend their
constitution to only allow paper ballots. The
motion failed in an 8-8-1 vote that needed a
two-thirds majority. The amendment was
proposed by Class of 2002 President Jimmy
DeMiles on Oct. 29. :

“The easy accessibility to an online bal-
lot, combined with the power of persuasion
that resident students can use over their
fellow classmates, gives resident candidates a
clear advantage,” DeMiles wrote.

Class of 2002 Representative Mike
Trainor said online voting would be a “dis-
credit” to SGA. “I can see it turning into one
big game at the dorms, running around and
saying ‘can youvote for me? Can you vote for
me?”” Trainor said.

Freshman Representative Scooter Walper
agreed with DeMiles and Trainor. “No one -
has proposed an adequate way to monitor
it,” he said.

SGA President Carla Beaudoin began
discussing the possibilities of online voting
two years ago with Valente and SGA. “Any

VOTING

continued on Page 14
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Suffolk students helped decorate the Hill with the residents.

SOULS and Hill unite

B DECORATING

continued from Page 1

Besser said student participation
was a “tremendous” help.

“We were just really pleased to
have them part of the neighbor-
hood,” Besser said. “It caused even
more residents to come out when
they saw the students helping out.”

Sheila Deery, a Beacon Hill resi-
dent and Suffolk undergraduate
student said, Suffolk volunteers
were a big help in doing the “less
glamorous” end of the work. “I
think it was fabulous that students
spent so much extra time helping
Beacon Hill prepare the garlands
and decorations,” Deery said.

Junior KatyLucid attended both
days of the weekend event. “I think
it’s a great community service op-
portunity towork with Beacon Hill
and doing a really fun and benefi-
cial event that gets you into the
holiday spirit,” Lucid said.

Ivy A. Turner, co-chair of the
decorating day committee and Busi-
ness Association representative,
said student participation helped
make the event a success, with al-

most each Beacon Hill pole deco-
rated by 2:30 p.m. on Dec. 2.

“If Suffolk people hadn’t been
there, we would’ve never been
where we are right now,” Turner
said.

Tuner thought the event would
improve community relations.

“Not only did it make Beacon
Hillresidents feel better about them
(the students), but Suffolk students
can feel better about the commu-
nity and care for it,” Turner ex-
plained.

Besser said the Beacon Hill
neighborhood has a unique mix-
ture of business, residents and stu-
dents, and she was glad the differ-
ent communities came together.

“They (Beacon Hill residents)
figure they're (students) out party-
ing all the time and this way they
see them out in the neighborhood.
I think we were all thrilled.”

Sophomore Paul Fisette joined
the Decorating Days volunteers on
Saturday and Sunday.

“I think the people that were
there had a very good opiniori of us
and I hope that the eventwill spread
that opinion,” Fisette said.

Reporter visits Suffolk

By GLENN MAFEEI
JOURNAL STAFF

Glen Johnson, The Boston
Globe’s Washington correspon-
dent whose work is seen on the
paper’s front page as often as five
days a week, came to Suffolk Dec. 3
to recap his struggle in the world of
journalism.

Appearing before five political
journalism students, Johnson told
the class about a frustrating battle
with The Globe during his rise
through the ranks as a reporter.

For years, Johnson, a Boston

native, applied for a job with the .

paper, each time getting the rejec-
tion by what he called a political

hierarchy of power.

He made his wayup the journal-
ism ladder by working at small pa-
pers covering local news, which
included the Lowell Sun and City
News Service in Chicago.

He later landed a job with the
Associated Press covering the
George W. Bush presidential cam-
paign. -

“It wasn’t the type of opening
that you open the paper and see,
‘Opening: Political reporter to
cover George W. Bush campaign.

“Iwent from being the lead per-
son covering the Bush campaign
for AP to getting a call from 7he

REPORTER

continued on Page 12

Suffolk confident dorm

By MEGAN MATTEUCCI
JOURNAL STAFF

Gearing up for Thursday’s Bos-
ton RedevelopmentAuthorityhear-
ing, Suffolk University administra-
tors are confident the proposed
Somerset Street dormitory will be
approved.

The five-member BRA board,
the first of three main approval
steps, will review all public com-
ments and how the university has
responded to them. _

After a year-long battle with the
Beacon Hill community, Suffolk
has drastically changed the dorm’s
design and responded to numer-
ous neighborhood concerns to pre-
pare itself for Thursday’s hearing.

Suffolk Project Counsel Michael
Feeley, who has spoken to many
neighbors, stressed that he is “very
confident” the proposal- will be
approved.

“I have a positive feeling that
we'll be successful. Our response
to the concerns of the city and
neighbors have been reasonable,”
Feeley said. “We have a very good
chance of getting approved by the
BRA.”

Although he was disappointed
in the reduction from 440 to 368
beds, President Davis J. Sargent
supported the new design and be-
lieves the BRA will look more fa-
vorably upon it.

“I am cautiously optimistic [the
BRA will approve the dorm]. We
believe that we're engaging in an
open process. We've taken sugges-
tions by othersverymuch to heart,”

L&

I AM CAUTIOUSLY OPTI-

MISTIC [THE BR A WILL
APPROVE THE DORM.] ..
WEVE TAKEN SUGGES-
TIONS BY OTHERS VERY
MUCH TO HEART.

77

— PRESIDENT DAVID J.
SARGENT

Sargent said. “As a result, we're
building a better building for us
and the neighbors. It’'s a well-de-
signed building that brings a mini-
mum discomfort to the neighbor-
hood.”

Atapproximately the same price
as the original design, $40 million,
Sargent believes Suffolk is losing
money on behalf of the neighbors.

“From an economic point of
view, that’s [72 beds] a lot for us to
give up,” he said. “It was an expen-
sive situation. ... We're also given
up some substantial income for the

life of the building.”

will pass BRA hearing

After the numerous concessions
to the residents, Vice President/
Treasurer Francis X. Flannery said
he sees no reason why the Beacon
Hill residents would still object to
the dorm.

“I don’t think it will have any
adversity on the neighborhood,”
he said. “I think it will be a benefit
to the business community to have
students there.”

Sargent pointed to the strong
relationship between the residents
and Suffolk’s other dormitory.
“Our experience at 150 Tremont
St. clearly indicates that our dorm
is not a problem to the neighbor-
hood,” he said.

However, many Beacon Hill
neighbors do not oppose with
Suffolk’s proposal. 7he Beacon Hill

Timesendorsed the dorm, and sev-
eral neighbors have expressed their
support to the BRA.

The BRA has received 10 sup-
portive letters, two neutral letters
and two negative letters, according
to Larry Brophy of the BRA. North-
eastern University and Boston
College both wrote letters of sup-
port. The two schools are also in
the midst of building new dorms.

“Suffolk is responding to de-
mand all across the city,” Brophy
said.

If approved by the BRA, the
dorm will next go before the Bos-
ton Zoning Commission.

Suffolk and residents to
purchase Temple St. park

B PARK

continued from Page 1

fund that is being used to aid the
communityand the university, com-
ing to closure with saving open
space.”

Suffolk, which currently leases
the park from St. John’s, will be

_alsoin charge of all routine mainte-

nance and upkeep.

“We plan to protect it for open
space forever,” Mullan explained.
“The neighbors feel it is a terrific
community asset. It’s going to be a
public park, the city and the gen-
eral public will be able to use it.”

Alumni Park is referenced in
the Master Plan as a property Suf-
folkwill continue to lease, butnever
build on.

“It wasn’t anticipated that Suf-
folk would acquire the park,”
Mullan explained. “Butwe’ll never
build on the property. The park is
on a list of properties reserved for
open space.”

Mullan said he hopes to have
the whole deal settled by Jan. 1.
“The neighbors would like it for
the end of the year,” he explained.

Parish Administrator Jackie
O’Sullivan of St. John’s refused to

answer the Journal’s questions re-
garding the sale.

“Is this an official organ of Suf-
folk?” O’Sullivan asked. “We have
absolutely not finalized the sale of
the park. I would suggest that you
not publish any of this informa-
tion.”

O’Sullivan demanded to know
the Journal’s sources, insisting the

_ information was incorrect.

“The sale is pending,” she said.
“Obviously your sources are incor-
rect.”

Lyle Hall, a priest from St.
John’s, added “We’re hoping to
bringitto asuccessful conclusion.”

Administrators hope Suffolk
and Beacon Hill’s collaboration
with Alumni Park will rub off onto
other projects, such as the proposed
Somerset Street dormitory.

“There’s no direct connection
to the dorm, but it’s an example of
Suffolk working cooperatively with
the neighbors and achieving posi-
tive results,” Suffolk Project Coun-
sel Michael Feeley said.

Sargent agreed that he hopes
the university and the residents
unity will continue. “This is just
another example of good results
that can be achieved when we work

together for a mutual benefit,”
Sargent said. “It demonstrates to
everyone that we have a desire to
better the quality of life of the Hill
for our students and the commu-
nity.”

David Morse, who is represent-

_ing the Temple Street residents,

did not return phone calls.

Sargent said he was delighted
that the university will maintain
control of the park.

“I think it’s a wonderful thing
for the school and the community
to preserve the open space,” he
said. “It would have been most
unfortunate if we had a disruption-
in the space while a new residence
was being built.”

Mullen believes the neighbor-
hood will benefit much more from
a park than two more condos. “I
think thatSuffolk is doing the right
thing,” he said. “It’s a nice amenity
for the university to have. I think
the university is happy to work
with the city and neighbors.”

Flannery said the park will also
enhance the neighborhood and the
residents’ property value.

“Plus, it’s nice to have a place

students cansitand geta little air,”
he added.
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Smash Mouth album is a smashing success

By CHrIS DWYER
JOURNAL STAFF

On 1997’s Fush Yu Mang, Smash Mouth
demonstrated a vast sense of everything that
was missing from music. Funky attitude and
post-punk/ska rythyms projected a fun sense
of rock n’ roll, with the breakthough hit
“Walkin’ On The Sun” bashing out
newfound raprock on the modern rock
charts. Brandished a one-hitwonder, Smash
Mouth were determined to break the mold
of past sophomore-release failures.

“All Star,” from 1999’s Astro Lounge,
propelled the band into top-40 glory, shatter-
ing the sophomore curse with the disc’s laid-
back party sense. The tune spent a wealth of
time on every major radio station and was all
too existent in mass of almost every sporting
event. “Then The Morning Comes” and
“Can’t Get Enough Of You Baby” secured

the deal, making Smash Mouth a successful
but unique rock act.

Smash Mouth perfects the party-rock
sound on theirself-titled third release, Smash
Mouth. The disc chimes with dance-happy
grooves, accompanied by the occasional gui-
tar-driven blast delivered on their previous
releases.

Opener “Hold You High” thrives on
lounge-type bass and drums, bouncing off of
guitarist/songwriter Greg Camp’s short ska
guitar blasts. Electronic tingles play off of
keyboardist Michael Klooster’s campy organ
slices (almost reminiscent of a party-rock
version of The Doors’ RayManzerek). “You'll

be claiming stars now baby. I'll be represent--

ing clouds. But before you get too far now
baby. Before you start looking down. Let me
show you the way how. Let me hold you
high,” sings Steve Harwell, whose raspy vo-
cals set Smash Mouth apart from other pop

acts.

“Force Field” resonates with a back-laden
acoustic guitar riff and a drum machine,
before the spaciness of Klooster’s keyboards
and Camp’s crunchy hooks. The tune drifts
off info dance territory, only broughtback to
rock by the hard-rocking chorus and Harwell’s
hum-along-happy vocals.

Current single “Pacific Coast Party” un-
characteristically begins with a late ‘70s funk-
disco string/orchestra section. Klooster in-
serts the mandatory organ, and Camp pro-
vides the funky-yetstillrock background riffs.
The disco sample returns for the chorus, as
the bass takes a turn for the funk side, and

Harwell croons along as if were perform-
ing at Studio 54, “Hey, I heard somebody
say. Work harder than you play. But I never
lived to see the latest party. Pacific Coast
party.”

“Out Of Sight” provides a rare soulful

experience, with the keyboards oddlyleft out
of the mix for the most part, as Camp ham-
mers on an acoustic guitar.

Harwell shines with his finest vocal per-
formance on the disc, straying away from the
contentness of the upbeat moods that Smash
Mouth strives on.

“Holiday In My Head” is a medium be-
tween straight-ahead guitar rock and the fun-
induced party atmosphere. A cover of The
Monkees’ “I'm A Believer” is thrown in for
good measure (taken from the summer’s
highly successful Shrek soundtrack).

Smash Mouth continue to drive home
the party-rock, guitar-laden grooves that they
touched upon on their past two releases.

Their selftitled third album is calling to
New Wave-tinted, poppy-inspired rock.
Smash Mouth is the perfect party album,
complete with dance-heavy tracks and
rythymatic rock.

Holiday preview: the good, the bad and the ugly

By GILLIAN REAGAN
JOURNAL STAFF

Each year, directors, distribu-
tors and promoters huddle around
mahogany tables in plush Holly-
wood offices and discuss how they
are going to competewith the count-
less other holiday movies being
released at the

‘ box office.
Al
MO({ Such holi-
RWWW/J day movie sea-
sons breed

films that fall in at least one out of
the four categories: family movies,
teen movies, intellectual/brain
movies and blow-out blockbusters
that usually miss the punch.
While you’re enjoying your win-
ter break and thinking about see-
ing a movie, check out the upcom-
ing releases before you head out
and make sure you're getting your
10 bucks worth.
Thekick-offweekend comes this
Friday, with the release of the much-
anticipated “Ocean’s Eleven,”
which seems to be getting an abun-

(“Traffic,” “Erin Brockovich”) and
cast. George Clooney and a gaggle
of suits, including baby-faced Matt
Damon and Hollywood poster boy
Brad Pitt, plan three major casino
heists.

“Ocean’s Eleven” has the chance

to be a great film, simply for the.

Soderbergh stamp, but I have a
feeling it’s going to fall through the
cracks due to a bunch of big egos
thrown together in one big cliché
crime movie.

On Dec. 14, “Vanilla Sky,” a
remake of the 1997 Spanish film
“Abre Los Ojos,” hit’s the theaters.

Tom Cruise plays a rich sugar
daddyand pimps a Spanish beauty,
played by his reallife trophy
Penelope Cruz, who also happens
to be his best friend’s girlfriend in
the movie.

Though most of the plot has
been under wraps, Cameron Diaz
allegedly gets crazy with jealousy
and wreck’s Tom’s life. Let’s hope
that “My Best Friend’s Girl” by the
Cars plays atsome point in the film

dance of buzz due to the high pro-
file director, Steven Soderbergh
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Hottie twins George Clooney (left) as Danny Ocean and Brad Pitt as Rusty Ryan lounge around in
Vegas, waiting for their recent heist flick to be released this Friday.

British rockers Coldplay heat up Providence

BY VALERIE CWIEKOWSKI
JOURNAL STAFF

Normally, it takes years for overseas musi-
cians to parallel their success in America.
UK-native Coldplay burst onto the scene
about a year ago, and has taken the U.S.
radio waves by storm with their hit single

“Yellow.”
Sbow

Based on their per-
Review

formance at the
Veteran’s Memorial
Auditorium in Provi-
dence last week, Coldplay will undoubtedly
be astronginfluence in the U.S. musicscene
for the foreseeable future. Performing as
part of WBRU’s 32nd anniversary birthday
bash along with fellow artists Remy Zero,
Coldplay took the stage at ten past eleven to
a halffilled crowd at the VMA. Originally

advertised as a sold-out show, the concert
was filled with delays that presumably led
many people to leave before Coldplay graced
the stage. Showtime was scheduled for 7:30
p-m. By 7:45 p.m., hundreds of fans were
still standing outside in the freezing cold as
the doors to the venue had yet to open.

Once Coldplay finally took the stage, it
became evident that the band was ready to
give an outstanding performance for their
fans. The opening guitar riffs from lead
singer/guitarist Chris Martin and guitarist
Jonny Buckland bellowed through the audi-
torium and brought the anxiously awaiting
fans to their feet in triumphant joy as the
band finally started their set.

Coldplay opened the night with a bang,
playing one of the best tracks off their latest
album, “Shiver” with a total, absolute purg-
ing of emotion from Martin. The crowd

passionately sang along with Martin as he
moved about the stage, wailing, “I'll always
be waiting for you.”

A fan favorite, “Shiver” was released as a
single in the UK and did extraordinarily
well. Truly one of the most emotionally
gripping songs released from any band in a
long time, Martin’s mesmerizing stage pres-
ence helped convey the message of lovesick
rejection, singing, “So I look in your direc-
tion. But you pay me no attention. And you
know how much I need you. But you never
even see me.”

Martin moved about the stage in tune
with drummer Will Champion’s beats, mim-
icking Champion’s every move by stomping
in tune with the music. As Martin paraded
across the stage throughout the night, bass
guitarist Guy Berryman provided the back-
ing, rhythmic beat to each song, bringing

stability and control to the band’s abun-
dance of energy and passion for their craft
that lead to digressions at times during the
evening.

Following “Shiver” with another track off
Parachutes, “Spies,” Coldplay played a new
tune, tentatively titled “In Your Face.”

Coldplay retreated to the UK following a
Summer Tour that brought them from Bos-
ton to Australia, working on material for a
new album. To the fans’ delight, the band
played a smattering of new turies throughout
the evening, including “Murder” and “God
puta Smile on Your Face.” These new tunes
have a more darker feel than tunes off the
mellow “Parachutes” album, but these new
songs are Coldplay at its best: passion and

COLDPLAY
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Smashing Pumpkins don’t have great Hits

By MELISSA FIORILLO
JOURNAL STAFF

Late ‘90s rockers the Smashing
Pumpkins recentlyreleased a Great-
est Hits album. The band seem to
be an untalented and noncreative
group of musicians who sold out to
popular rock. The singer sounds
like a manic-depressive lunatic,
while the music is upbeat and
happy. The guitar riffs, bass and
drums are much the same in every
song.

Therewere two CD’s in the case
and three and a half song into it, I
honestly could not take any more.
“Let me out” is what anyone would
be saying if they were in a room
where this music was playing.

Lead singer Billy Corgan’s
whiney voice gets on my nerves.
“Was it something someone said?”
is a question Smashing Pumpkins
asks in their song “Drown.” It is
upbeat and slow simultaneously,
corresponding to the hard rock

rhythm of the musicand thesinger’s
annoying voice.

Then there are the overplayed
songs, “Cherub Rock” and “To-
day” side by side on the album.
Since the album is titled Smashing
Pumpkins Greatest Hits, this is a
sure way to bore any audience that
at one time may have liked Smash-
ing Pumpkins.

In “Cherub Rock,” Corgan

sings, “Beware of the angels with -

theirwings. Whowalks behind me?
Let me out.” Oh god, let me out.
It sounds like the band mem-
bers are confused and some of the
band members are optimistic while
others are pessimistic. Corgan’s
voice and lyrics are depressing while
the music is lively and happy. “Tell
me all of your secrets,” demands
another line in their song. How
does this pertain to the title
“Cherub Rock”? The first line, “be-

SMASHING PUMPKINS
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Early ‘90s rockers Smashing Pumpkins had conflicting happy/sad tunes on Greatest Hits release.

Radiohead fans left unsatisfied with live album

By Nick DELENA
JOURNAL STAFF

Radiohead’s new release entitled 7 Might
Be Wrong - Live Recordings leaves some-
thing to be desired.

The band released this eight track compi-
lation taken from dates in their European
tour earlier this year in mid November amid
unprecedented criti-

'“W cism that its contents

3 somehow undercut

RW»\W theirstudio-recorded
counterparts.

While it’s given that a band’s live set will
never sound like the album - isn’t it better
that it doesn’t? I was under the impression
people went to concerts for the more per-
sonal sound a band delivers during live per-
formances. Perhaps I was mistaken. ‘

Nevertheless, there are some highlights
to this disc. Radiohead is known for their
enigmatic live performances and, while a

A graceful “Affair”

CD hardly substitutes for a good show, it is
certainly worth the money. “The National
Anthem,” “Morning Bell,” “Idioteque” and
“Everything in its right place” are from the
band’s fourth release Kid A. “I Might Be
Wrong,” “Like Spinning Plates” and “Dol-
lars and Cents” are from the band’s fifth
release, Amnesiac.

“The National Anthem,” which contains
layers of doodling vocals and guitars upon a
parading bass riff, and “Idioteque,” which is
laden with electronic beats and tones, sound
thin and discordant.

But others gems, like “Morning Bell,” a
keyboard-driven song that reaches a kind of
spastic crescendo, do justice to their studio-
recorded counterparts while keeping the
emotion of the live set in place.

Another such masterpiece is “Like Spin-
ning Plates,” one of the highlights from
Amnesiac. The album version is consider-
ably different, as it was made with various
samples and keyboards whose ultimate prod-

uct was engineered to play backwards, with
vocals added to the reversed sound. Under-
standably, attempting to play your instru-
ments backwards live is a daunting task, so
presumably the band decided to alter the
piece for their live set.

The ultimate result is a delicate piano
pieceaccompanied by nervy, seemingly hope-
less vocals that give the song that kind of
apocalypticnihilism that Radiohead 1s known
for.

Thom Yorke drives that feeling into the
listener with words like “While you make
prettyspeeches. I’'m being cut to shreds” and
“This just feels like spinning plates. My body
is floating down the muddy river.”

The final track, “True Love Waits,” is by
far the highlight of the CD. The band never
released thissong, an asset previously findable
only in bootlegged MP3 form.

Previous to the band’s tour in support of
Kid A, “True Love Waits” was only played
once live, in 1995 in Brussels, Belgium. The

version on this CD is just lead singer Thom
Yorke playing acoustic guitar. The Brussels
version features guitarist/keyboardist Johnny
Greenwood on keyboards. Lyrics like “True
love waits in haunted attics” and “I’'m not
living, I'm just killing time... don’t leave...
don’t leave” end the CD with that typical
Radiohead subtletyyet poignantsignificance
they’re branded for. The sense the listener is
left with is that of a frantic, adoring person
desperately trying to convince himself that
the girl he loves will somehow respond and
love him back. It’s a kind of fleeting despon-
dency, but its something not so inconceiv-
able that most people can relate to it.

That, in turn, is the archetypal Radiohead
experience. A twisting, sort of bi-polar emo-
tionalism that appeals to the downtrodden
and ignored in all of us, only to rip it out and
humiliate you in front of everyone with it.
This live set is no exception.

It’s a definite must-have. Thatis, of course,
if you're into that sort of thing.

BY STEPHANIE MACLIN
JOURNAL STAFF

The historybooks do notalways
mention everything. I studied two
years of high school European his-
tory, and I remember very little of
the French Revolution. But I re-
member the date Marie Antoinette
was guillotined.

This is understandable consid-
ering both years the classes were
fascinated by the device, but never
once did the textbooks or the in-
structors mention the “L’Affaire
du Collier.”

Virtually unknown in America,
this affair, which was the quest of
one woman to re-gain her family
honor, has long been infamous
throughout Europe. The conse-
quences of the affair had disastrous
effects. Napoleon once said there
were three factors that caused the
French Revolution; the defeat of
Rossbach during the Seven Years’
War, the lack of intervention in
the Dutch Netherlands and
L’Affaire du Collier -The Affair of
the Necklace.

Jeanne de la Motte-Valois
(Hilery Swank) had vowed to re-

store her family honor and land:
both of which had been taken from
her family when her parents fell
out of favor with the French royal
court.

Orphaned and raised in foster
homes, her only inheritance was a
genealogical chart, which showed
herdirectfamilial lineage from King
Henry the Second. But no matter
how hard she tried, she could not
make herself known in the court.
Even her business marriage to the
Countde la Motte (Adrien Brody),
whose title did help her to getwithin
the court walls, still proved to be
little use in the end.

Except with her marriage that
she had managed to gain access to
the royal court, she also had the

help of a court rogue, Retaux de .

Villete (Simon Baker). It was he
who taughther the ways of notonly
the court, but also the cast of char-
acters who lived within it. But de-

* spite this, she was still ignored.

Jeanne found her answers when
she learned of a 2,800 carat, 647-
diamond necklace. If she sold the

AFFAIR
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WSEFR sponsors concert at 150

Ants, lead singer of Zippergirl, (left) and Dan Shea, bassist for the Panda Squad, played last
Friday night along with Slater at the 150 Tremont St. dorm.

Gillian Reagan - Journal Staff
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Get Real: a slow week in metal and grind

By Guy Kozowyk
JOURNAL STAFF

The past few weeks have left me without
adequate newbrutality. With the newer metal
leaving me wanting more, I was forced to dig
into the personal archives to find a proper

dose of mosh.
Albumn

On the “slowest”
Review

note of the week,
Godflesh’s new al-
bum Hymns is a
sludge masterpiece, featuring 13 new tracks
of droning, metallic, grooveladen metal.
Losing the industrial sound that they had on
previous albums, Godflesh are just as mean
as ever with angry Helmetlike vocals and
meaner than Page Hamilton’s distinct vocal
style. This music is appropriate for dungeon-
scenes in your favorite Doom-style video

game.
Root of All Evil Records has been
synomous with “crap,” as it seems that every-
thing they release is probably there because
the bands could not find any other label
dumb enough to put them out. But I must
give credit where credit is due. Demonicon
may actually be the only half decent thing
Root of All Evil has put out in the history of
the label. On this first fulllength, Con-
demned Creation, Demonicon shows a dual
vocal style, ranging from early ‘90s Testa-
mentstyle thrash to a deeper, death metal
growling voice. Don’t get me wrong, it’s
nothing to write home about, but it’s decent
death metal, which is more than I can say
about anything else on the label.
Diabolicis the newest member to the deal
between Century Media and Olympic
Records. Listening to their album, you might
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think Diabolic was formed over ten years ago
while Obituary was tearing up the metal
scene. With Corpse Grinder-ish, breathy
growls Diabolic holds true to the Century
Media tradition of mediocracy with a run-of-
the-mill release.

This is a reoccurring problem I have with
many death bands: just because you’re spew-
ing out the same metal bands were playing
ten years ago doesn’t mean you’re “keeping
it real.” It means you’re unoriginal. These
guys were formed in 1997. They have no
excuse to be “old-school.”

Over time, way too many bands have
tried to compare themselves to the great
Suffocation (who unfortunately disbanded a
few years back. Deep Red, one of the first
signees to Blunt Force Records, a member of
Dying Fetus’s record label, is perhaps the
only band I've heard that can honestly com-

pare themselves to Suffocation. Brutal growls,
blasting drums and intricate riffs make Pro-
phetic Luster an awesome release; one that
has definitely helped me cope with the bar-
rage of junk metal thrown at me the past few
weeks.

From Pennsylvania, the unsigned XIII
PFP (pronounced 13 PFP) win some serious
originality points with a 3-song demo called
Words Left Unsaid. With black metal music,
crossed with metal core breakdowns and
screamed vocals, XIII change it up with the
addition of a horn section. I'd imagine these
guys have some trouble fitting into any scene
because of the unaccepting nature of many
subdivisions of hardcore and metal. They've
won my respect by trying something newand
pulling it off well, plus they pressed 14,000
promo albums without the support of a
label. I'm sold.

Creed give a bad,
Weathered effort

By JENN O’ CALLAGHAN

most of the songs on the release.
If there is to be any possibility of

HOW T ™

JOURNAL STAFF

Creed’s newest release, Weath-
ered, is a disappointing follow up
to thweir past releases My Own
Prisonand Human Clay. It’s espe-
cially disappointing for fans of
Human Claywhich featured songs
like “With Arms Wide Open” and
“Higher.” The newsongs are not of
the same quality.

The failure of this new release

a popular or well-liked song on this
release, “My Sacrifice” is it.

It is a good song with a great
sound.

“My Sacrifice” is along the lines
of their past hits like “With Arms
Wide Open.”

The video for the song, which
hasbeen played on MTV quite a bit
recently, is also good.

It actually looks like they put

b : begins with time and
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“Not Another Teen Movie” spoofs teen-movie cliches from the ‘80s to the ‘90s. b good when
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and director Cameron Crowe can
make a decent follow-up to his last
film, the adorably endearing “Al-
most Famous.”

Also coming that weekend is
the blatant teen movie, “Not An-
other Teen Movie.” From the mak-
ers, humor and spirit of its prede-
cessor “ScaryMovie,” “Not Another
Teen Movie” spoofs the various
cookie-cutter teen movies of the
past few decades. The trailer sug-
gests spoofs of movies from “The
Breakfast Club,” possibly one of
the best movies of the ’80s to the
Freddie-Prince Jr. “classic” “She’s
All That.” Let’s hope this mixed
bag comes up with a few good
laughs.

More comedy comes to theaters
on Dec. 14 with Wes Anderson’s
“The Royal Tenenbaums.”

The cast is promising enough;
Gene Hackman, Anjelica Huston,
Gwyneth Paltrow, Ben Stiller,
Owen Wilson, Bill Murrayand oth-
ers. Combined with a great direc-
tor who has given audiences such

gems “Bottle Rocket” and
“Rushmore,” “The Royal
Tenenbaums” could be worth the
trip.

On Dec. 19, the crown center-

piece of the holiday movie season is
the much-anticipated “Lord of the
Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring.”
I’m notquite sure that Elijah Wood
will be able to pull off the beloved
Frodo of the original J.R. Tolkien
novels after his previous horror
movie catastophe, “The Faculty.”
But, this movie will, by far, blow
out every holiday movie out of the
water as far as box office numbers
go.

Rumor has it that the ticket
sales, and possibly the quality of
the movie, will beat out the other
fantasy family movie that has taken
Americabystorm, noneother than
“Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s
Stone.”

Dec. 21 brings another round
of blockbuster films ready to burst,
beginning with drama “The Majes-
tic” from writer/director of “The
Shawshank Redemption” and “The
Green Mile,” Frank Darabont.

Goofy-grinned Jim Carrey gets
amnesia when he hits his head in a
car accident.

Hearrives in asmall town, where
he is mistaken for the son of the
owner of a local movie theater.
Though the drama may be a little
too mushy for a cynic’s taste, it
good be a quality family movie.

From the “Beautiful Mind” of
Ron Howard, comes the story of

John Forbes Nash Jr., the man who
established the Nobel Prize-winning
Game Theory of economics, star-
ring Russell Crowe and the ever-
gracious Jennifer Connelly. In the
production stills, America’s sweet-
heart Crowe looks as desperate and
depressed as he did in his most
commendable performancein “The
Insider.” Though the film may not
be the feel-good movie of the sea-
son, it just might be the best qual-
ity.

“Joe Somebody” is also coming
out on Dec. 21, but it’s a movie

with the leading man as Tim Allen

from “Home Improvement” fame:
Enough said.

If you have been to the movies
recently, you've probably either
seen a poster or watched the trailer
for “Ali,” a tribute to the 1964
heavyweight champion,
Muhammad Ali scheduled to be
released Christmas day. The film
will follow the boisterous Ali for a
decadeduring the the Vietnam War
and the infamous boxer’s come-
back.

“Ali” certainly has potential.
Director Michael Mann has excel-
lent films under his belt (“The Last
of the Mohicans,” “Heat” and “The
Insider”). Will Smith is a hilarious
man.

He starred in one of the funni-

lead singer Scott Stapp’s voice hav-
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