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THE SUFFOLK JOURNAL

If there was ever a 
person who wholly embod-
ied Suffolk’s mission to 
provide a student-centered 
experience, it was Edith 
Cook. 

Cook, who was known 
to friends and colleagues 
as ‘Edie’, began teach-
ing at Suffolk in 1985. 
She served as the chair 
of the Mathematics 
and Computer Science 
Department from 2010 
until the time of her death. 

“She wanted to make 
sure that we provided 
students with the tools 
they needed to be suc-
cessful. She was right in 
line with the university’s 
mission, and not because 
it was the university’s mis-
sion, but because that’s 

who she truly was” said 
Jill Eisenberg, director 
of Tutoring and Success 
Services. 

Eisenberg first met 
Cook as a student in 
Cook’s Calculus 1 class. 

“She was my first col-
lege class and I remember 
being a scared, timid 
freshman and she made 
it easier. I really grew to 
find her advice to be very 
valuable to me, both on 
an academic level and 
a personal level,” said 
Eisenberg. “I started as 
her student and went on 
to become her co-author, 
confidant and friend.”

Cook is remembered 
for her love of both math-
ematics and teaching. 

“She certainly knew her 
stuff, she was very smart 
there was no question 
there, but she was able to 
break it down to a level 
where you could under-
stand it. That was a part of 

her passion with teaching, 
to make math more widely 
accepted. She wanted stu-
dents to understand why 
they were doing it and 
why it was important,” 
said Eisenberg. 

Zuoling Wang came 
to Suffolk in 2007 as an 
international student from 
China. She remembers 
Cook’s dedication 

“When I first came 
here, my language skills 
were not very strong, and 
I had never taken a math 
class in English before. She 
was my first professor and 
I could totally understand 
her,” said Wang. “When 
she explained the material 
she was really straightfor-
ward and clear, in a really 
organized way. She was a 
great professor.”

Wang took several 
courses taught by Cook 
and remembers her for 
her kindness, patience 
and unwavering support 

as she pursued her degree. 
Wang went on to become 
an instructor in Suffolk’s 
math department. 

Colleagues and friends 
remember Cook for her 
mission in making math 
accessible for all students. 

“Long before we had 
the Center for Learning 
and Academic Success, 
she began the first math 
support center. She and a 
student started free math 
tutoring, basically in a 
closet, because she saw 
that students needed help 
and that was just the type 
of person that she was” 
said Eisenberg. 

In 2014, Cook and 
Eisenberg began design-
ing a new course together; 
Math 128 - Math for the 
Modern World. The course 
was created in response 
to the then administra-
tion wanting to get rid of 
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Suffolk community mourns the loss of Edie Cook
Haley Clegg

Editor-in-Chief

See COOK - 2
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on page 6
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With over a dozen 
candidates already throw-
ing their hat in the ring, 
Democrats are expecting a 
crowded field this primary 
season. 

Senator Elizabeth 
Warren (D-MA) is one of 
the most talked-about 
2020 contenders. Warren, 
a former Harvard pro-
fessor and chair of the 
Congressional Oversight 
Panel for the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program 
(TARP), has during her 
tenure brought a fierce 
populist message to the 
Democratic Party, which 
has been more than effec-
tive in rallying a strong 
base. A recent foreign 
policy speech raised eye-
brows and had been seen 
by some as an indicator 
of a future bid for the 
presidency. 

On the final day of 
2018, Warren announced 
the formation of an 
exploratory committee. 
She announced her candi-
dacy on Feb. 9, 2019, in 
Lawrence, MA — the site of 
the 1912 Bread and Roses 
Strike — flanked by fellow 
Massachusetts Democrat 
Joseph Kennedy III.

Perhaps the most 
popular candidate in the 
2020 Democratic pri-
mary is Senator Bernie 
Sanders (I-VT). Sanders, 
the Democratic runner-up 
in 2016, is credited with 
inciting a political revolu-
tion that moved the party 
further to the left. Sanders 
announced his second bid 
for the presidency on Feb. 
19, 2019. He has already 
picked up the endorse-
ments of major party 
officials.

Announcement season 
kicked off unusually early 
this time around when 
U.S. Representative John 
Delaney (D-MD), a busi-
nessman, began his 2020 
campaign in mid-2017. 

Democrats anticipate a 
crowded 2020 primary 

field

Graphic by Colin Cavanaugh

See PRIMARY - 3

the math requirement for 
students. 

“It was basically our 
answer to the issue that 
a lot of Suffolk students 
needed to take two math 
courses because they 
weren’t ready for the 
courses that we used to 
offer. We wanted to create 
this one-course solution 
to the problem, or rather 
Edie did. It was her cre-
ation,” said Ben Deissler, 
an instructor in the Math 
Department. 

Although Math & 
Computer Science is one 
of the smallest depart-
ments in terms of students 

studying the major at the 
university, it serves one 
of the largest populations 
of students because of the 
math requirement. 

“She would tell me 
about how in her early 
days of being department 
chair, she was going to 
these faculty assemblies of 
200+ people, and basically 
having to speak in front of 
them to fight for the sur-
vival of the department. If 
they got rid of the math 
requirement, we would 
struggle to exist,” said 
Ben Deissler, an instructor 
in the Math & Computer 
Science Department.

In the interest of 
making the course both 
accessible and afford-

Cook’s legacy
From  
COOK - 1

able, Cook and Eisenberg 
co-wrote the textbook, 
while Cook’s daughter 
Michelle designed the 
cover art. 

Around the university, 
Cook was well known for 
her PhD dissertation about 
the mathematics of soap 
bubbles. 

“She had this cart that 
was basically a big thing 
for making bubbles, and 
she had these big wire 
shapes that she would 
use to give presentations,” 
said Eisenberg. “I remem-
ber her toting that cart 
around as we went from 
building to building and 
office to office. I remember 
the math club had been a 
thing in the early ‘90s but 
we brought it back when I 

was a student and she was 
our first presentation.”

Dr. Dan Stefanescu, 
an acting co-chair of the 
Math Department, worked 
alongside Cook for 28 
years. He remembers her 
for her love and dedi-
cation to mathematics, 
the department and the 
Suffolk community as a 
whole. 

“I fondly remember our 
chats about teaching and, 
in particular, those related 
to teaching techniques and 
topics in mathematics. 
I especially appreciated 
(and resonated with) 
Edie’s lifelong interest in 
mathematics and ways to 
make it exciting and acces-
sible to everyone,” said 

Stefanescu. 
Over the course of 

her time at Suffolk, Cook 
impacted the lives of 
countless people and left 
a lasting impression on 
everyone she met.

“She really was my big-
gest mentor here, in terms 
of how to teach, how to 
approach different courses 
and how to handle tough 
situations with students. 
She was the first person I 
would go to to ask those 
kind of questions” said 
Deissler. 

“As a community, we 
extend our deepest con-
dolences to Edie’s family, 
colleagues, and to all who 
knew and loved her,” said 
President Marisa Kelly 
in a statement to the 

university. 
Cook leaves behind 

two daughters who many 
have noted were perhaps 
the only thing she loved 
more than Mathematics. 
The contributions she 
made to the university and 
the impact she had on the 
community will continue 
to make an impression for 
years to come.

“Edie truly remains in 
our hearts on so many 
levels,” said Stefanescu. 

Delaney has already spent 
over $2 million in Iowa 
and given stump speeches 
in every early state. 

Delaney is the founder 
of two banks he took 
public, and has been a 
member of Congress 
since 2012. He has visited 
Iowa 20 times since his 
announcement. There is 
some internal concern that 
his low name recognition 
could hinder his efforts, 
according to Politico.

In September 2018, 
New York businessman 
Andrew Yang announced 
he will make a bid for 
the presidency. Yang is 
the first Asian-American 
to run for president as 
a Democrat. Yang stated 
that he would be receiving 
endorsements “from about 
eighty techies,” such as Y 
Combinator President Sam 
Altman.

U.S. Representative 
Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI), a 
retired Major in the Army 
National Guard and former 
Honolulu city councilor, 
was one of a handful of 
major Democrats in 2016 
to endorse Bernie Sanders. 
On Jan. 11, 2019, Gabbard 
told CNN anchor Van Jones 
that she plans to seek the 
Democratic nomination in 
2020.

Senator Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-NY), remem-
bered best for calling 
for Senator Al Franken’s 
(D-MN) resignation after 
allegations of sexual 
assault and her steadfast 
approach to the issue, first 
served as a representative 
before being elected to 
the Senate. Her platform 
may include abolishing 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), as well 
as a federal jobs guarantee. 

On Jan. 12, just a day 
after Gabbard’s announce-
ment, Gillibrand formed 
an exploratory committee, 
which she announced on 
Jimmy Fallon’s late night 
TV show.

Julian Castro (D-TX) 
started his political career 
as a San Antonio City 

Councilor before becom-
ing Mayor. He served as 
the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development 
under Barack Obama. And 
Castro announced his can-
didacy on the same day as 
Gillibrand.

Senator Kamala Harris 
(D-CA), currently serv-
ing her first term in the 
nation’s highest legisla-
tive body, is considering 
a presidential run. Harris 
came in fifth in a Politico/
Morning Consult poll, 
behind Vice President 
Joe Biden (D-DE), Senator 
Bernie Sanders (I-VT), 
Representative Beto 
O’Rourke (D-TX) and 
Senator Warren. On 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, Harris announced 
in a video that she’s run-
ning for the Democratic 
nomination.

Less well-known is 
Mayor Pete Buttigieg 
(D-IN), mayor of South 
Bend, Indiana. He’s openly 
gay, a millennial and a 
former Navy Reserve 
Lieutenant who served in 
Afghanistan. On Jan. 23, 
2019, Buttigieg formed an 
exploratory committee.

Senator Cory Booker 
(D-NJ) announced his 
bid for the presidency 
on Feb. 1, 2019. Booker, 
former mayor of Newark, 
New Jersey and the state’s 
junior U.S. senator, has 
persistently opposed 
President Trump’s agenda, 
along with Warren, 
Gillibrand, Harris, and 
Sanders. Despite his past 
ties to Wall Street, Booker 
is refusing to take corpo-
rate PAC money. 

Across campus, stu-
dents voiced anticipation 
for what’s sure to be a 
long primary season.

“I’m bubbling with 
excitement about the 
current presidential candi-
dates,” said junior Politics, 
Philosophy, & Economics 
(PPE) major Madison 
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Head of partnering international CUES program 
speaks on water conservation and security 

Suffolk University’s 
Center for Urban Ecology 
and Sustainability (CUES), 
strengthened its partner-
ship with Shanghai’s Fudan 
University on Tuesday, as 
Professor Xiangrong Wang 
discussed his exhaustive 
research on China’s water 
systems. 

Wang, the director 
for Fudan’s Centre for 
Urban Eco-Planning and 
Design, has a vast research 
background on many 
subjects. He has worked 
on 80 research projects, 
19 scholarly books, six 
Chinese patents and 130 
academic papers. 

The work that Wang 
discussed with students 
primarily concerned the 
study of Taiping Lake, a 
body of water that con-
tains 25 million cubic 
miles of freshwater and  
faces threats from pol-
lution and geological 
detereoration. 

“China is facing a water 
crisis,” said Wang. “In 
2018, the United Nations 
released a report that 
says when global warming 
exceeds 2 degrees Celsius, 
the number of people who 
are short of water will 
increase by 50 percent.”

In order to under-
stand the strengths and 
weaknesses of Taiping, 
Wang worked with more 
than 100 people to keep 
track of 100 different data 
points in 18 areas along 
the many rivers and small 
lakes that are part of the 

Connect with Kyle by 
emailing suffolknews@
gmail.com

Suffolk students look toward Democratic primary
From 
PRIMARY - 2

water system. 
His team has been 

indexing information like 
the water temperature, 
pH, color, 
underwater 
r a d i a t i o n , 
cyanide level 
and 95 other 
points of data. 
Wang hopes 
to increase 
the ecological 
sustainability, 
protect ions 
and growth of 
China’s water. 

“I think 
a lot of the 
smaller water 
features like 
lakes and 
streams often 
get over-
looked,” said 
Dakota Ennis, 
a senior envi-
r o n m e n t a l 
science major 
who hopes to 
do this same 
kind of work 
after gradu-
ating. “I am 
from Maine, 
which is full 
of lakes and 
rivers and 
water sys-
tems. So it has 
always been of 
interest to me 
to work with 
a place that 
focuses on 
protecting the 
watersheds.” 
Because the 
m o v e m e n t 
of water through a land 
as geologically varied as 
China can be unpredict-
able, Wang and his team 
are using 3D modeling to 

visualize how the water 
travels from mountain 
tops, through rivers and 
into lakes. 

Understanding the 
path that the water takes 
can be key to identifying 
whether pollutants orig-

inate from specific areas 
like industrial sites, or 
less identifiable areas, 
like rural livestock zones 

or untreated sewage dis-
posal points. 

This was not Wang’s 
first visit to Suffolk, as he 

attended Suffolk’s inaugu-
ral workshop on ecological 
sustainability this past 
June, in an attempt to 

e s t a b l i s h 
a c a d em i c 
and research 
c o l l a b o -
r a t i o n s 
b e t w e e n 
Fudan and 
Suffolk. 

T h e s e 
c o l l a b o -
r a t i o n s 
have been 
descr ibed 
as includ-
ing joint 
r e s e a r c h 
p r o j e c t s , 
s t u d e n t 
and faculty 
e x change 
programs, 
t r a i n i n g , 
and poten-
tially joint 
o n l i n e 
c o u r s e s , 
according 
to the Office 
of Public 
Affairs. 

“I think 
it is very 
important 
that we 
work with 
s c h o o l s 
f r o m 
a r o u n d 
the world 
on science 
issues like 
this,” said 
Ennis. “Each 
country is 
in its own 

little bubble. While so 
much is happening here in 
America, people forget this 
is happening all over the 
world. I think when it all 

Mignola, secretary of the 
PPE Club, in an interview 
with The Suffolk Journal. 

“Regardless of who 
wins the Democratic nom-
ination, I hope that all 
the candidates will come 
together after the fact 
and help the elected nom-
inee defeat Trump,” said 
Mignola. 

Matt O’Brien, also a 
junior in the PPE pro-
gram, is encouraged by 
the Democratic candidates 

who have emerged so far. 
 “I remain hopeful 

that the 2020 Democratic 
Primary will be one 
focused on the issues that 

unite us, and not the prej-
udices that divide us,”said 
O’Brien in an interview 
with The Journal. 

Students said they are 
being more careful in 
choosing their candidate 
after the 2016 election. 

“As a woman and 

someone who was very 
invested in the last elec-
tion, I’m taking a lot of 
time to research all the 

“We need a presidential candidate with fresh ideas that will 
really shake things up in government in a good, sustainable 

way.”

- BEN CHAN

Democratic candidates - 
and there are a lot of them 
- and figure out which of 
their views align with my 
own,” said Cat Protano, 

a junior print journalism 
major, to The Journal.

 Senior Ben Chan, 
a global and cultural 

communications major, 
expressed excitement at 
the possibility of a younger 
progressive representing 
the party. 

“We need a young, 
strong leader who will 
speak up in support of 
all constituents and who 

creates a plan that keeps 
everyone on track for the 
future and making the 
world a better sustainable 
place. A person of an older 
age, like Bernie Sanders is 
not someone we need. We 
need a presidential candi-
date with fresh ideas that 
will really shake things up 
in government in a good, 
sustainable way.”

gets connected, it makes 
it easier for people to see 
and to address real science 
issues.”

Their research comes 
at a time when most of the 
world has put a greater 
value on protecting natu-
ral resources and reducing 
pollution, while America 
has taken a few steps away 
from the global discussion. 

“America and China 
are meeting in the middle 
with environmental policy 
right now,” said Ennis. 
“But American policy may 
worsen over time. China 
is moving up with these 
issues, but America may 
start moving in the oppo-
site direction.”

Wang explained during 
his discussion on Tuesday 
that the success of his 
research shows what can 
happen when the national 
government supports pol-
lution control measures 
that were not as popular 
just several years ago.

Wang’s counterpart at 
Suffolk, Professor Patricia 
Hogan, director of CUES, 
agreed with the positivity 
of this step by the Chinese 
government. 

“I think this is a great 
example that shows what 
happens if your govern-
ment supports green 
initiatives,” said Hogan. 
“If this happens, you can 
really start to make rapid 
change.”

Graphic by Colin Cavanaugh / Graphics Editor 
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AIESEC event showcases opportunities abroad

This week in SGA... Connect with Caroline by emailing suffolknews@gmail.com 
and Haley by emailing suffolkjournal@gmail.com

Candidates for President:

Yasir Batalvi, Class of 2020 senator
Karine Kanj, Class of 2021 senator

Candidates for Vice President: 

Kostas Loukos, Class of 2021 senator
Oba Oseghali, Class of 2022 senator
Dan Redznak, Class of 2020 senator

Candidates for Secretary:

Chessa MacKaenzie, Class of 2022 senator
Cat Seaver, Class of 2020 senator

Candidates for Treasurer:

Tyler Dahm, SGA secretary
Mikey Lloyd, Sawyer Business School senator-at-
large
George Yeghyayan, Class of 2022 senator

The final list of nominated SGA Exectutive Board candidates:

The “Journey to 
Cultural Exchange” event 
on Feb. 19, put on by 
Association Internationale 
des Étudiants En 
Sciences Économiques 
et Commerciales, or 
International Association 
of Students in Economics 
and Management (AIESEC) 
gave students a taste of 
the cultures they can 
experience through the 
organization’s global 
internships and volunteer 
opportunities.

Founded in 1948 to 
help prevent interna-
tional conflicts, AIESEC is 
a nonprofit, non-political 
organization that works 
to provide youth around 
the world with cultural 
exchange programs and 
enhanced leadership skills. 

Students who attended 
the event sampled cuisine 
like Brazilian cochinas 
and Russian condensed 
milk while learning about 
AIESEC’s programs.

“For those who want to 
go abroad but don’t have 
the resources to study 
abroad, it's a cheaper 
alternative and you are 
really making an impact 
on the community you go 
to,” said AIESEC member 
Sarah Trihn, a senior Asian 
Studies major at Suffolk. 
“You’ll be living in the 
community, working with 
the people there and really 
learning about the life-
styles, the cultures and the 
problems they face.”

The exchanges can 
last from six weeks to 18 
months and are available 
year round. Each exchange 

AIESEC members celebrate different cultures at the organization’s “Journey to 
Cultural Exchange” event

Caroline Enos / Asst. News Editor

requires students to work 
toward one of the United 
Nations’ 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals for 
2030, such as reducing 
climate change, providing 
equal education oppor-
tunities and eliminating 
poverty in nearly 20 part-
ner countries. 

AIESEC is run entirely 
by people under 30 and 
its programs are available 
to both undergraduate 

and graduate students. 
Each program is created 
by people who live in the 
country where it takes 
place in order to address 
the individual needs of 
communities across the 
world.

Allie Hughes, national 
director of operations 
for AIESEC in the United 
States, taught English to 
underprivileged students 
in Thessaloniki, Greece 

through the organization 
when she was a student at 
the University of Georgia.

“It doesn't matter how 
many previous jobs I have 
had, my opportunity with 
AIESEC is so unique and 
its a conversation point 
in all of the interviews 
I have been in,” said 
Hughes in an interview 
with The Suffolk Journal. 
“Sometimes AIESEC is 
[Suffolk’s] best kept secret 

and I don't want it to be 
like that anymore.”

While an experience 
abroad through AIESEC 
cannot be counted for 
class credit, it can be used 
to fufill the the global 
engagement requirement 
in the Sawyer Business 
School. 

Suffolk’s AIESEC 
adviser Laurie Levesque, 
an associate profes-
sor of management and 

entrepreneurship in the 
business school, said the 
organization can provide 
an 18-month work oppor-
tunity abroad right after 
graduation for people up 
to 30 years old. 

“Coming from New 
Hampshire, I didn't have 
a lot of opportunity to 
interact with people who 
are different than myself 
and AIESEC really changed 
that,” said Levesque, who 
was a part of AIESEC while 
at the University of New 
Hampshire in the 1980s. 
“It gave me the profes-
sional development I 
wasn't getting at the time.”

Levesque said the 
program not only has an 
impact on students going 
abroad, but also on the 
international members 
who come here and the 
Suffolk community as a 
whole. 

“By bringing people to 
campus, to Boston to vol-
unteer or to work, [Suffolk 
students] are helping those 
individuals develop rela-
tionships here and in the 
U.S. work culture,” said 
Levesque. “Even though 
we’re a diverse campus, 
you don't always have the 
same level of conversa-
tion about what it's like to 
work in another country 
like you do with AIESEC.”

Information sessions on 
going abroad with AIESEC 
will be held in room 114 
at Somerset from 12:15  to 
1:30 p.m. on March 5 and 
19 as well as April 2, 16 
and 30. 
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Professor inspires student’s passion for drones 
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Professor Scott Lussier explains the 
importance of safety when using drones 

 Shayla Manning / Journal Staff

Professor Scott Lussier 
visited Suffolk University’s 
Center for Urban Ecology 
and Sustainability (CUES) 
hosted as part of their 
Lecture Series on Tuesday 
to discuss his work at 
Suffolk and his most 
recent efforts to get the 
university involved with 
drone technology.

As one of the CUES 
department instructors, 
Lussier has developed 
and taught Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) 
courses, while also main-
taining the GIS laboratory 
on campus. A certified and 
skilled drone pilot, Lussier 
has brought his knowledge 
of the fastly growing field 
to the students and faculty 
at Suffolk.

Lussier explained how 
Suffolk started work with 
drones three years ago, 
when he and Dr. Patricia 
Hogan, director of CUES, 
suggested the idea of the 
university buying a drone. 
This idea quickly turned 
into launching whole 
classes dedicated to drone 
instruction, as well as a 
certification program.

“It took us a little 
bit to get there,” said 
Lussier. “We had to deal 
with the Office of Risk 
Management, because 
drones are dangerous 
things. They can cause the 
operator damage, they can 
cause damage to property 
and other people, and it’s 
something to be taken 
seriously.”

Once the drone policy 
and online procedure 
forms were in place, 
Suffolk was ready to start 
teaching classes. As the 

only official drone pilot at 
Suffolk, Lussier is the only 
person allowed to operate 
the university’s drones.

“The intention is to 
have a lot more people, 
faculty and students flying 
drones. Having a drone 
check-out procedure, and 
having rules in place so we 
know where everything is, 
who’s using it and what 
their purposes are,” said 
Lussier.

Lussier also explained 
the seven drone-related 
courses currently being 
taught at Suffolk, paying 
special attention to UES-
107 Introduction to 
Drones. This course covers 
basic drone functions, as 
well as learning how to fly 
safely and legally, taking 
pictures and videos with 
drones and preparing 
the student for the Part 
107 Unmanned Operator 
License Exam. 

“It’s a science course 
for non-science majors,” 
said Lussier.

Suffolk is not only 
working to incorporate 
drone work into the 
Science department, but 

they also intend to work 
it into the course work of 
many other majors, such 
as Communication and 
Journalism (CJN).

In an interview with 
The Suffolk Journal fol-
lowing the event, Lussier 
explained the benefits of 
incorporating drones into 
CJN work, and how stu-
dents can benefit from 
taking the introductory 
drone course that leads 
to taking the FAA exam 
to become certified to fly.

“For any news event, 
getting a drone shot of a 
crowd, or b-roll shot of a 
certain location, I think is 
very useful. However, you 
have to be aware, because 
you are not allowed to fly 
over crowds. But at any 
other event, you can really 
get a sense of the size and 
scale,” said Lussier.

Lussier also shared sev-
eral different projects he 
has worked on using the 
technology outside of the 
department’s coursework. 
One in particular, took 
place at Tompson Street 
Reservation in Gloucester, 
in which he studied and 
documented the damage 
the gypsy moth population 
had done on deciduous 
leaves at the reservation. 
Lussier provided photos 
of his drone flights from 
different heights and 
expressed how important 
this technology is for envi-
ronmental work.

Teresa Feijoo, 22, is a 
senior majoring in envi-
ronmental science who 
attended the event. She 
has taken two classes 
with Professor Lussier 
during her time at Suffolk, 
including Geographic 
Information Science.

Feijoo talked about 
her work with Lussier 
last summer at The 
Rough Meadows Wildlife 

Sanctuary in Rowley. 
“I got to place targets 

on the marsh that got to 
help with the drone’s geo-
location and use GPS units 
to mark the ground con-
trol markers’  locations” 
said Feijoo. “I also got to 
fly the drone for a little 
bit too, which was really 
awesome. It was a great 
opportunity and experi-
ence that I can put down 
on my resume for more 
future use.”

Lussier made sure to 
mention that any student 

“It was a great 
opportunity 

and 
experience 

that I can put 
down on my 
resume for 
more future 

use”

- Teresa 

Feijoo

is more than welcome to 
join him and other pro-
fessors during projects 
such as the one done in 
Gloucester, most of which 
take place during the 
summer.

“I don’t know what 
projects I’m going to be 
doing yet, but I’m open to 
anything,” Lussier told The 
Suffolk Journal. He urged 
students to reach out to 
him via email if interested 
in attending a project, or 
even just to learn more 
about drones in general.

Lussier has big plans 
for the future of drones at 
Suffolk, and was eager to 
inform attendees all about 
how they are changing the 
world around us. 

“Five years ago, no 
one even thought of this. 
But now we hear about 
it all the time, these new 
ways to use drones. It’s 
incredible.”
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“Hands Off Venezuela” protest confronts crisis
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Suffolk students provide insight on the global 
implications of the Green New Deal.
See next week’s edition for more!
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Inconvenient as it may be for the 
president, North Korea is still very much 
a threat. 
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On Jan. 23, Juan 
Guaido declared himself 
the interim president of 
Venezuela. Shortly after, 
President Trump released 
a statement declaring 
Maduro’s presidency ‘ille-
gitimate’ and officially 
recognizing Guaido as the 
interim president of Ven-
ezuela. In the statement, 
Trump pledged to “con-
tinue to use the full weight 
of United States economic 
and diplomatic power to 
press for the restoration 
of Venezuelan democracy.” 

Exactly one month 
later this past Saturday, 
protesters gathered in The 
Boston Common in oppo-
sition of U.S. involvement 
in Venezuela, calling it an 
attack on the country’s 
sovereignty. Among the 
protesters was Jill Stein, 
the Green Party’s nomi-
nee for President of the 
United States in the 2012 
and 2016 elections. 

“We can make sure 
that Venezuela deals with 
the crisis it's feeling right 
now through peaceful 
means,” said Stein to The 
Suffolk Journal. “Most 
people around the world 
are actually in countries 
that support a peace 
process and oppose this 
seizure of the government 
by Guaido.” 

Stein believes that the 
U.S. must lift the sanc-
tions it has imposed on 
Venezuela as it is doing 
more harm than good to 
the country that is already 
experiencing a severe 
humanitarian crisis.  

“I think the U.S. should 
provide aid through legit-
imate channels instead of 
this Trojan horse for ille-
gal weapons which is what 
it's going to be used for,” 
said Stein to The Suffolk 
Journal. 

The protesters that had 
gathered in solidarity with 
Venezuela were unified in 
their call for the U.S. to 
keep their ‘hands off Vene-
zuela.’ However, the group 
was clearly split on what 
exactly that meant. Many 
held signs showing clear 
support of Maduro, while 
others denounced him. 
Some chose not to pick a 
side one way or another. 

When John Blumen-
stiel, the membership 
director of the Green 
Rainbow Party, was asked 
what side he supported, 
he responded, “It’s hard to 
judge. All I know is that 
the United States should 
not be involved in other 
countries internal dis-
putes. It should be left 
up to those countries to 
figure that out.”

The protest, held less 
than a block from Suf-
folk’s Sargent Hall, quickly 
attracted attention from 
the public. 

Maria Carrasquero, an 

immigrant from Venezu-
ela, became visibly upset 
when she arrived at the 
protest. Having lived 
under Maduro’s dictator-
ship for many years and 
experiencing the politi-
cal turmoil firsthand, she 
felt that many of the pro-
testers at Saturday’s rally 
were out of touch with the 
reality of the crisis in Ven-
ezuela. 

“I am 100 percent sure 
that more than half of 

these people don’t even 
know where Venezuela is 
on a map. I’m sure that 
they don’t know what’s 
actually going on there or  
what the president has 
done,” said Carrasquero 
to The Suffolk Journal. 
“Venezuela has been 
under a dictatorship since 
I was born, and they’ve 
been ruining the country 
ever since they got into 

power. I don’t understand 
how these people can talk 
about it as if they know 
what's going on when they 
don’t. I want them to go 
there and see how people 
are living.”

With family now scat-
tered across the globe and 
grandparents still living in 
Venezuela, Carrasquero 
supports the United States’ 
involvement in her home 
country. 

“That’s why we’re doing 

all those marches and ral-
lies. We want the world 
to see what is going on so 
they can help us because 
we clearly don’t have the 
necessary equipment to 
do it ourselves,” said Car-
rasquero to The Suffolk 
Journal. “We don’t have 
the military- the military 
is with the government, 
there's no way for us to 
get out of this alone.” 

Dahiana Duarte was 
on her way home from 
grocery shopping when 
she noticed the protest 
and stopped to show her 
support. With family from 
Uruguay, she supported 
the notion of the U.S. stay-
ing out of the country. 

“In Latin America, 
people feel very strongly 
about the United States 
not invading, because of 
their history of supporting 
dictatorships,” said Duarte 
in an interview with The 
Suffolk Journal. “Trump 
supporting the newly 
declared President of Ven-
ezuela takes the attention 
away from the bigger pic-
ture, instead of focusing 
on what the real issue is.”

Steve Karian was one 
of few protesters holding 
a sign opposing Maduro. 

“I have always been 
anti-imperialist and I’m 
still against any sort of 
U.S. invasion. It would 
only mean disaster. But 
being against U.S. invasion 
and U.S. imperialism does 
not mean supporting dic-
tatorships,” said Karian to 
The Suffolk Journal. “If the 
U.S. goes into Venezuela, 
Maduro gets an instant 
victory. He gets an excuse 
to say he’s a victim. He 
gets an excuse to unite 
his army and to get inter-
national support for his 
cause.”

Jose Aleman, a vol-
unteer at Boston’s 
Venezuela Solidarity Com-
mittee immigrant from El 

Salvador, attended the 
protest in solidarity and 
could be seen waving the 
Venezuelan flag. 

“I’m not only an immi-
grant, but also a father, 
and a teacher. I pay my 
taxes but it doesn’t end 
there. I could do more,” 
said Aleman to The Suf-
folk Journal. “I was telling 
my son as we were walk-
ing here, ‘I cannot fix the 
foreign policy of this gov-
ernment but I can show 
you how to raise a flag 
and raise your voice’ and 
maybe that is the only 
thing we can do for now, 
but it is a good step, and 
if you are strong enough 
to hold a flag and that’s 
all you can do, you’ve still 
done something.”

Aleman hoped that the 
protest would serve as 
a voice of reason and a 
display of true American 
values. 

“There will be turmoil 
until the government 
does the right thing,” said 
Aleman to The Suffolk 
Journal. “The right thing 
is pretty simple, ‘Don’t do 
to others, what you don’t 
want others to do to you..
Don’t invade others, if you 
don’t want to be invad- 
ed.’ ”

Photos by Haley Clegg / Editor-in-Chief

Protestors gather on The Boston Common in solidarity with the Venezuelan crisis

“We can make sure that 
Venezuela deals 
with the crisis it’s 
feeling right now 

through peaceful means,”

- Jill Stein, 
2012 & 2016 Green Party 

presidential nominee
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Suffolk student finds purpose through volunteering

An opportunity to 
study abroad is an excit-
ing option for anyone in 
college. However, vol-
unteering abroad is an 
option that is often over-
looked. When I started 
college at Suffolk, I had 
an innate desire to study 
abroad. I wanted to gain 
some kind of global expe-
rience that I felt empty 
without.  AIESEC gave me 
the opportunity to do so.

AIESEC, also known as 
the Association Interna-
tionale des Étudiants En 
Sciences Économiques et 
Commerciales, or Inter-
national Association of 
Students in Economics 
and Management, is a 
non-profit, youth-run 
organization that strives 
for peace and fulfillment 
of humankind’s potential. 
It takes its shape in clubs 
on college campuses and 
is available to all students. 

The group encourages 
students to step out of 
their comfort zone and 
do work that is beyond 
themselves.

One of my friends 
knew I was interested 
in going abroad and 
referred me to AIESEC. I 
applied for volunteering 
opportunities through 
AIESEC Boston’s many 
partnered countries like 
Thailand, Peru, Mexico 
and Indonesia. I met with 
representatives from Suf-
folk’s AIESEC chapter 
and was astounded that 
my process of applying to 
opportunities was facili-
tated by fellow peers like 
me. They helped me find 
the best opportunity that 
fit my skills and passion. 

I finally decided to 
apply to an opportunity 
that involved teaching 
English to young kids in 
one of the most impov-
erished communities in 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

My journey abroad 
began once my plane 
landed in Bangkok. I was 
immediately welcomed 
by AIESEC’s enthusiastic 
ground network. I volun-
teered at AIESEC’s entity 
at Thammasat University, 
which worked quickly to 
make sure my volun-
teer experience went as 
smoothly and comfortably 
as possible. They had an 

Kendrick Nikornpan
Journal Contributor

on-call team for any needs 
of mine such as transla-
tors and travel guides. 

I worked on a team 
five days a week with 
a non-profit centered 

Connect with 
Kendrick by emailing 
knikornpan@su.suffolk.
edu.

STUDENT PERSPECTIVE

around educating 
children in the com-
munity. Through my 
six weeks working 
with the children, I 
felt that I had never 
had a more worthy 
purpose.   

My group also 
took a week-long 
trip to a remote vil-
lage on the east of 
Thailand to observe 
an indigenous 
community and 
their way of life. 
Towards the end of 
the exchange, each 
volunteer repre-
sented the country 
they came from and 
shared their culture. 
We wanted the chil-
dren to know what 
life is like outside 
of their barred com-
munity. 

It felt like I was work-
ing to complete a mission 
through the service I did. 
I touched the lives of 
the kids around me and 
their genuine apprecia-
tion touched me as well. 
It gave the children an 
opportunity that they 
wouldn’t have had other-
wise.

Once I returned home, 
I wanted to further my 
experience within the 
organization. I became the 
vice president of AIESEC 
Boston. Taking on this 
role allowed me to give 

the same experience I had 
to others seeking a fulfill-
ing journey overseas.

My time volunteering 
abroad helped me gain 
skills that I would not 
otherwise have had the 
opportunity to develop 
at home. I learned how to 
manage myself, manage 
a team and become a 
leader. 

Hundreds of opportu-
nities are offered through 
AIESEC that urge youth to 
step out of their comfort 

zone and be more than 
themselves. My exchange 
was not just a study term 
abroad and was more than 
just a trip. Big or small, it 
was an experience like no 
other which gave me the 
ability to make a more 
powerful impact on the 
world.

Photos courtesy of Kendrick Nikornpan

AIESEC volunteers with the kids of Khlong Toey in Thailand

Ken Nikornpan volunteers in Thailand
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Trump terminates 
Cold War treaty:
Nuclear war on 

the horizon ?
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Journal Staff

In October  2018, 
President Donald Trump 
announced that the United 
States plans to terminate 
the 31-year-old Intermedi-
ate-Range Nuclear Treaty 
(INF), a landmark deal that 
signaled the end of the 
Cold War. 

The agreement led to 
the dismantling of thou-
sands of nuclear weapons 
on both sides, 
making the world 
a more safe and 
stable place. Today, 
Trump and Russian 
President Vladimir 
Putin have accused 
one another of vio-
lating the treaty, 
thus leading to its 
unraveling. The 
consequences of 
ending a treaty 
may lead to a dan-
gerous arms race 
that has not been 
seen for decades.

In 1987, U.S. 
President Ronald 
Reagan and Rus-
sian President 
Mikhail Gorbachev 
signed the treaty, 
ending the use 
of all land-based 
nuclear weapons 
with a range of 
300 to 3,400 miles. 
This prevented the 
USSR from hitting 
any target in Europe while 
firing well within its bor-
ders. The treaty halted 
ground-based nuclear 
warhead production and 
eased tensions with U.S. 
allied nations bordering 
the Iron Curtain.

The U.S. has consis-
tently accused Russia of 
violating the INF treaty 
since 2008, when the 
Obama administration 
and intelligence team 
first discovered them to 
be covertly developing and 
testing the Novator 9M279 
Mobile Missile System 
(9M279), according to the 
New York Times. 

As more and more 
9M279’s came into exis-
tence, it was clear this was 
not just a research proj-

ect. In November 2018, 
The Director of National 
Intelligence stated after 
reviewing several tests, 
“Russia was able to 
develop [9M729] that flies 
to the intermediate ranges 
prohibited by the INF 
treaty and launches from a 
ground-mobile platform.” 

According to the U.S. 
Department of State (DoS), 
the Russian government 
has accused the U.S. of 
violating the treaty by 
implementing a variety of 
weapons in Europe, includ-
ing Aegis missile defense 

systems in Romania and 
Poland in November 2018. 
The DoS asserted their use 
is for defensive intercep-
tion only and cannot be 
equipped with nuclear 
warheads. 

Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo believes China 
and Iran’s missile pro-
gram are another reason 
for why the INF treaty 
does not make sense any-
more. According to the 
DoS, Pompeo said the 
U.S. should not remain a 
part of an agreement that 
limits the ground-based 
missiles for only U.S. and 
Russia, when other nations 
with the same capabilities, 
do not have such restric-
tions - namely China and 
Iran.

Nuclear war has been 
a looming possibility 
between these two nations 
for over 70 years. Yet, the 
presidents of years past 
have been able to avoid 
such a fate, opting for 
diplomacy instead. While 
the INF treaty does not 
cover sea or air launched 
missiles, it does prevent a 
mass buildup of nuclear 
warheads at borders. Ten-
sions escalate dramatically 
when a nuclear arsenal is 
on their doorstep, as seen 
in the Cuban Missile Crisis 
in October 1962.

The unprec-
e d e n t e d 
bombings of 
Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki at 
the end of the 
Second World 
War showed the 
power of weap-
ons of mass 
destruction - 
now they have 
only become 
more power-
ful. 	

Trump and 
NATO have 
reason to be 
worried, as 
Russia has 
annexed the 
Crimean Pen-
insula in May 
2014 and has 
shown support 
for Bashar Al-As-
sad’s regime 
in Syria with 
military force, 
according to 

CNN. The limit the Rus-
sian government will go 
to is uncertain and raises 
concern.

Despite Trump’s with-
drawal and termination 
of a slew of major agree-
ments in his presidency, 
this one may have the 
most dangerous conse-
quences. The absence of 
such a treaty as the INF, 
may trigger another arms 
race, filling the world 
with thousands of nuclear 
weapons, launching a new 
era of nuclear instability.

SUFFOLK 
OVERSEAS

Sufollk sophomore and 
Politics, Philosophy & 

Economics major Sarah 
Stephenson is currently 
studying abroad at the 
Suffolk Madrid Campus.

 
Throughout her travels 

she’s visited Morocco, Ibiza, 
Italy, Paris and more!

GLOBAL COMMENTARY

Nuclear war 
has been 
a looming 
possibility 
between 
these two 

nations for 
over 70 
years.

Parco Del Buen Ritiro in Madrid, Spain

Coast of Ibiza, Spain

Achakar Beach in Tangier, Morocco
Photos courtesy of Sarah Stephenson
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‘The Drowsy Chaperone’ 
hilariously takes center stage at 

the Modern Theatre

The Modern Theatre 
was taken back in time to 
the roaring 20’s as Suffolk 
University’s Performing 
Arts Office (PAO) put on 
three performances of 
“The Drowsy Chaperone,” 
a musical set inside a 
comedy, over the weekend.

For clarification, 
from this point on, “The 
Drowsy Chaperone” will 
refer to Suffolk’s perfor-
mance, while ‘The Drowsy 
Chaperone’ will refer to 
the musical within the 
show.

This production takes 
place inside the living 
room of a nameless man, 
hereby referred to as 
The Man in the Chair. 
The story follows him 
as he gushes over the 
soundtrack of his favor-
ite musical, ‘The Drowsy 
Chaperone.’ Although he 
admits he has never seen 
the show in real life, he 
can vividly describe what 
is happening on stage 
during each song as he 
plays his beloved vinyl 
record. As ‘The Drowsy 
Chaperone’ record plays, 
the man introduces the 

Phoebe Adams
Copy Editor

Morgan Hume
Arts Editor

Connect with 
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suffolkcopyeditor@
gmail.com and 
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suffolkarts@gmail.com

Courtesy of Dan McHugh

Courtesy of Dan McHugh

audience to each charac-
ter and their actor, giving 
explanations of what is 
happening in every scene 
and bringing the audience 
through a story about a 
wacky wedding day gone 
wrong. 

From gangsters dis-
guised as pastry chefs 
with thick Italian accents 
to a superstar who puts on 
over-the-top musical num-
bers despite claiming that 
she wants to remain out of 
the limelight, the eclectic 
group of characters each 
had their own distinct 
personalities and added 
unique layers of humor. 

One of the most 
impressive actors in the 
cast was freshman Mason 
Lafferty, who played the 
Man in Chair. Whether 
Lafferty was center stage 
with lights gleaming down 
on him, or tucked away 
in a dark corner, he was 
constantly in character. 
He bounced up and down 
in excitement whenever 
his favorite parts of the 
show came on the record, 
making sure to mouth 
along to every tune or 
line.

Regular theater attend-
ees could easily relate to 
Lafferty’s character. The 
constant breaking of the 
fourth wall during the 

show were reminiscent of 
a friend showing you their 
new, or old, obsession, 
which was exactly how the 
show felt. Whether it be 
his extensive knowledge 
about his favorite show or 
the intense hatred of being 
interrupted by a phone 
call or knock on the door 
while being immersed in 

it, Lafferty easily portrayed 
the musical fan inside 
every audience member. 

A strong voice within 
the musical was senior 
Kiley Soulier, who played 
The Chaperone. From 
when she sang about 
alcoholism behind a thin-
ly-veiled rousing number 
or seduced her Latin lover, 

her strong vocals led the 
musical and Soulier gave 
her all during her last per-
formance with the PAO at 
Suffolk. 

Alice Byrne, who plays 
the lead, Janet, in the 
in-story musical, was 
another strong voice, belt-
ing out her notes as a true 
star-on-the-rise should. 
Byrne and Soulier effort-
lessly portrayed their diva/
rising star relationship.

The set was simple, yet 
functional. The recliner 
set up next to the record 
player for the Man in the 
Chair did not detract from 
the story of ‘The Drowsy 
Chaperone,’ nor did the 
refrigerator that served 
as a way of entering and 
exiting the stage. The 
backdrop for the in-story 
musical was three empty 
window panes set above 
a half wall, allowing 
the audience to see the 
orchestra pit as they sup-
ported the cast through 
their numbers without dis-
tracting from the musical 
itself.

The killer lighting 
design by assistant stage 
manager Adriana Cano 
and light crew Paige 
D’Ambrosio superbly com-
plemented each scene. For 
example, when Adolphp 
lustfully entered the room 

and made women swoon, 
the stage was drenched in 
red light. When Janet and 
her groom, Robert, shared 
a sweet kiss, heart-shaped 
lights glimmered behind 
them, creating the illu-
sion of glistening stars on 
a warm evening. 

Although this was only 
the first or second perfor-
mance at Suffolk for many 
of the cast and crew mem-
bers, it was impossible for 
the audience to tell. The 
musical was beautifully 
executed with smooth 
costume changes and tran-
sitions between scenes. 
All of the performers 
appeared to be comfort-
able on stage and unafraid 
to act ridiculously silly in 
order to make the crowd 
chuckle.

“ T h e  D r o w s y 
Chaperone” gave the audi-
ence a glimpse of Suffolk’s 
up and coming talent, 
making it clear that every 
actor has a bright future 
in performing arts at the 
university.

“Janet,” played by Alice Bryne,  “Feldzieg,” played by Logan Ausmus 
and members of the ensemble.

Mason Lafferty in his lead role as “Man in Chair.”
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Milk Bar and &pizza wow 
students but not their wallets

Connect with Katelyn 
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A 20-minute train ride 
on the Red Line will lead 
you to Harvard Square, 
and to two of its newest 
restaurants; Milk Bar and 
&pizza.

This is the first store-
front that both Milk Bar 
and &pizza have opened 
in New England, mean-
ing both the owners and 
customers are getting a 
special experience from 
this new location. Milk 
Bar, owned by Christina 
Tosi, is based in New York 
City and &pizza, owned 
by Michael Lastoria, is 
based in Washington 
D.C. Although the restau-
rant chains are far apart 
in different cities, it has 
not stopped the owners 
from becoming friends 
and collaborating on the 
project that is now open 
in Harvard Square.  

The two businesses 
share one space and, on 
the day of the grand open-
ing, garnered lines with 
wait times of two hours 
that wrapped around the 
block. Today, the line for 
Milk Bar reaches from one 
wall to the other of the 
establishment. The atmo-

sphere is busy, yet casual 
and relaxed.  Long com-
munal eating tables are 
followed by two-person 
tables that fill up quickly 
and make the space a 
shared aesthetic for both 
companies.

Students value price, 
taste, convenience and 
any opportunity to take an 
Instagram worthy picture, 
and with rave reviews 
coming in after its open-
ing, the eateries are worth 
trying.

Milk Bar’s side of 
the space is vibrant and 
extremely pink. Customers 
can expect neon signs and 
merchandise such as hats, 
pencils and “make your 
own” kits to bring home. 
The ordering process was 
a breeze, but long lines are 
to be expected as it only 
opened a few weeks ago.

With a fair-sized menu, 
selecting a treat was easy. 
Cereal milk has been the 
bar’s most talked about 
item and posted on most 
influencer’s Instagrams. 
At $5.50 a cup for the 
delicacy ($7.15 with tax), 
it may not be the best for 
a college student’s budget. 

The fruity cereal 
crunch cereal milk, a soft 
serve ice cream dish with a 
wraparound layer of rain-

bow-colored cereal flakes, 
had a surprisingly smooth 
texture. The soft serve had 
a salty taste to it from the 
way it is made with cereal. 
While it was unusual, the 
combination of salty and 
sweet blended together 
deliciously.

With &pizza’s counter 
an arm’s reach away, cus-
tomers can cure both their 
sweet and savory cravings 
in one stop. “the OG” pizza 
is topped with flavorful 
tomato, mozzarella and 
basil. You won’t find your 
typical fountain drinks at 
this “counter-culture pizza 
brand.” Instead, “&soda” 
options include beverages 
like Mango + Passion 
Fruit, Burdock + Anise 
Root Beer and Ginger 
Berry Lemonade.

With the long flatbread 
and drink costing $14.25, 
it felt that neither counter 
offered student friendly 
prices. The pizza itself 
took only six minutes to 
make and tasted fantastic 
with little mess. The pizzas 
can be shared between two 
people or easily devoured 
by one. 

From a student per-
spective, the establishment 
is not friendly to a college 
budget. However, it offers 
a fun and relaxed setting 

to hang out with friends 
and is open until midnight 
during the week and until 
2 a.m. on weekends. &pizza 
offers free wifi which is a 
great perk for customers. 
Clientele seems to fall in 
the 20-year-old range

The setting, while 
quirky, may not be the 
ideal for a new study spot, 
as you can always expect 
a line and pop music 
playing.

Overall, Milk Bar and 
&pizza is worth a visit and 
a taste. The atmosphere 
is quirky and upbeat, and 
the food is unique and 
new to the area. This new 
hangout spot has its perks 
located in Harvard Square, 
being around great restau-
rants and shops. Milk Bar 
is a great place to bring 
self-proclaimed “food-
ies,” friends, visitors that 
are new to the area or to 
simply snap an Instagram 
worthy shot. However, 
Suffolk students visiting 
the shop more than a few 
times a month may not 
find it ideal due to the 
commute and price range.

For Sunday night’s 91st 
Academy Awards, a host-
less show saw a bump in 
ratings, a shorter runtime 
and witty and engaging 
presenters, which raises 
the question of whether 
the Oscars are better off 
without a host. 

In December, it was 
announced that comedian 
Kevin Hart was going to 
host the Oscars, but after 
old controversial tweets of 
his surfaced, Hart apolo-
gized and decided to step 
down from the position. 
By February, the Oscars 
were unable to find a 
replacement and opted 
to only have presenters 
instead of a host. The last 
time the awards ceremony 
went without a host was 
in 1989, which featured 
an awkward duet between 
Rob Lowe and Snow White 
that many filmmakers and 
actors found embarrassing. 

However, this year’s 
Oscars will be remem-
bered for its successful 
host-free show. 

The presenters car-
ried the show similar to 
the way a host would. 
The first presenters were 
former SNL castmates 
Maya Rudolph, Tina Fey 
and Amy Poehler, who 
poked fun at the Oscars. 
Other presenters included 
Melissa McCarthy, who 
was decked out in an elab-
orate royal dress covered 

Sarah Lukowski
Journal Staff

with plush rabbit puppets 
to present Best Costume 
Design. Mike Myers and 
Dana Carvey both lived up 
to their famous “Wayne’s 
World” characters to intro-
duce Best Picture nominee 
“Bohemian Rhapsody,” and 
surprise presenter Julia 
Roberts graced the stage 
to award Best Picture. 

The program had a 
runtime of around three 
hours and 15 minutes, 
meaning that the Oscars 

91st Oscars 
thrives without 
host

Katelyn Norwood / Journal Staff

Colin Cavanaugh / 
Graphics Editor

rebounded from an all-
time low of 26.5 million 
viewers in 2018 with early 
numbers reporting a 14 
percent increase from last 
year. 

With a host, the show 
on average is four hours 
long and is filled with 
lengthy monologues. The 
increase of ratings is a 
positive sign that a host-
free show was the right 
move, along with limiting 
the length of speeches and 
musical performances.

“Bohemian Rhapsody” 
was the big winner of 
the night, sweeping four 
awards, including Best 
Actor for front-runner 
Rami Malek. “Roma,” 
“Black Panther” and 
“Green Book” also picked 
up three awards each, with 
“Green Book” nabbing Best 
Picture.

The show also saw 
electrifying performances. 
Adam Lambert kicked off 
the show with an ener-
gizing Queen two-song 
medley, and Lady Gaga and 
Bradley Cooper gave an 
intimate and toned-down 
performance of “Shallow” 
from their film “A Star Is 
Born,” which was awarded 
Best Original Song later in 
the night.

Director Spike Lee took 
home his first Oscar for 
Adapted Screenplay for his 
film “BlacKkKlansman,” 
and Olivia Colman shocked 
the crowd with her Best 
Actress win for her role 
as Queen Anne in “The 
Favourite,” and gave a 
charming and emotional 
acceptance speech.

Sunday night’s Oscars 
was also the first time in 
Oscar history that a major-
ity of the acting awards 
were awarded to people 
of color. Regina King won 
Best Supporting Actress 
for her role in “If Beale 
Street Could Talk” and 
Mahershala Ali won Best 
Supporting Actor for his 
role in “Green Book.” Ruth 
E. Carter, who will give the 
commencement address to 
Suffolk’s College of Arts 
and Sciences at graduation 
this year, became the first 
ever African-American 
woman to win Best 
Costume Design, for her 
work in “Black Panther.”

Without a host, this 
year’s Oscars seemed 
bound for disaster, but 
with a night of histo-
ry-making moments, the 
Oscars appeared better off 
without. 
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The Museum of  Fine Arts 
reveals its first Frida Kahlo 

exhibit
Many people know 

the artist Frida Kahlo for 
her iconic unibrow, her 
self-portrait paintings 
and her poetry. Now, for 
the first time in Boston, 
the Museum of Fine Arts 
(MFA) is holding an exhi-
bition, “Frida Kahlo and 
Arte Popular,” housing 
not only famous pieces of 
Kahlo’s art, but also sim-
ilar pieces she collected 
and was inspired by. 

During a preview for 
“Frida Kahlo and Arte 
Popular,” MFA curators 
and directors explained 
that the creation of this 
exhibition is a combined 
effort by the Museum 
of Modern Art, the Los 
Angeles County Museum 
of Art and the Harry 
Ransom Center at the 
University of Texas at 
Austin, who put pieces up 
for loan to the MFA. 

The Ann and Graham 
Gund Director of the MFA, 
Matthew Teitelbaum, 
explained that while deter-
mining how to display the 
art and collectables, he 
asked himself, “Art comes 
out of lived experience 
and what would Frida 
Kahlo lived experiences 
be?”

Layla Bermeo, the 
Kristin and Roger Servison 
Assistant Curator of 
Paintings for Art of the 
Americas, gave the tour 
of the exhibition, which 
is split into five sections 
and contains descriptions 
written in both English 
and Spanish. 

The “Art of the 
People” section houses 
two of Kahlo’s iconic 
paintings, “Dos Mujeres” 
and “Self-Portrait with 
Hummingbird and Thorn 
Necklace.” The two famous 
pieces, which she painted 
12 years apart from each 
other, displayed close to 
one another show Kahlo’s 
artistic maturity as detail 
and enhanced features 
were developed by the 
self-taught artist. 

As Bermeo discussed 
“Self-Portrait with 
Hummingbird and Thorn 
Necklace,” she said, “no 
matter how many mugs 
you see it on, it’s still 

Harper Wayne
Journal Contributor

amazing once you stand 
in front of it in person,” 
which is why it is in 
the first section of the 
exhibition. 

“Aes the t i c s  o f 
Childhood” displays child-

hood inspired art as well 
as the art Kahlo collected 
in Mexico City at the time, 

something that is appar-
ent in her piece “Girl with 
Death Mask.” In this sec-
tion, artwork by a friend 
of Kahlo's, Rosa Rolanda, 
is also presented. 

Another practice of 

Kahlo’s was called ex-voto 
painting, where she would 
create religious paintings 

on tin that represented 
the owner’s thankful-
ness for miracles and 
answered prayers. Kahlo’s 
ex-voto paintings, includ-
ing “My Grandparents, 
My Parents and I” where 

Kahlo depicted her family 
as saints, are displayed 
in the “Painted Miracles” 

section. Although Kahlo 
was not religious, she 
painted ex-votos with a 
new perspective rather 
than just from a religious 
standpoint. 

Later in her career, 

Kahlo worked with still 
life paintings, but gave 
them humanistic features 

like a mouth or hair, which 
creates the section “Living 
Still Lifes.” As described by 
the MFA, Kahlo “disobeys 
the categories of inani-
mate and animate.” Kahlo’s 
words, “I’m not afraid of 
death, but I want to live” 
perfectly embody this sec-
tion of the exhibition. 

To the left of the 
entrance of the exhibition 
is “Invented Traditions” 
where clothes similar 
to what Kahlo typically 
dressed in are displayed. 
Despite coming from a 
middle class, educated 
family, Kahlo would often 
dress in Mexico’s rural 
and traditional community 
garments, and these are 
the clothes she was often 
photographed in. 

Kahlo was often written 
about as a bedridden and 
detached item of society 
due to contracting polio 
when she was six years 
old, and then later being 
injured in a bus accident 
where she was impaled at 
the hip. Bermeo explained 
this was far from the truth 
while showing the artwork 
created and collected by 
Kahlo following both her 
illness and the accident.  

The pieces, both by 
Kahlo and ones that 
show popular art, tell 
the modernist story after 
the Mexican Revolution, 
highlighting both the 
inspiration and the prod-
uct of the time. 

“Frida Kahlo and Arte 
Popular” is a first time 
occurrence on the East 
Coast where the artist’s 
painting are shown in a 
changing, fluid motion 
from the beginning to 
end of Kahlo’s artistry. Her 
work is put next to objects 
and items that are simi-
lar to what she collected 
when she was alive. 

The MFA brought 
together an exhibition of 
historical significance that 
highlights Kahlo’s story 
as a painter, collector 
and journey growing as a 
woman. 

The exhibition will run 
from Feb. 27 to June 16 
in the Americas Wing of 
the MFA.

As Bermeo discussed “Self-Portrait with 
Hummingbird and Thorn Necklace,” she 

said, “no matter how many mugs you see it 
on, it’s still amazing once you stand in front 

of it in person,” which is why it is in the 
first section of the exhibition. 

Harper Wayne / Journal Contributor

“Self-Portrait with Hummingbird Necklace” (1940) by Frida Kahlo. 
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In celebration of Black 
History Month, Program 
Council (PC), Black 
Student Union (BSU) and 
the Center for Student 
Diversity and Inclusion 
brought spoken poet 
and Kenyan immigrant 
Mwende “FreeQuency” 
Katwiwa to campus for a 
performance on Feb. 20.

Last year, FreeQuency, 
who identifies as they/
them, became the Women 
of the World Poetry Slam 
Champion and in 2017, 
they delivered a TedTalk 
about being a Black mother 
in America. In addition to 
being a poet, FreeQuency 
works in reproductive 
justice with the group 
Women With A Vision as a 
community organizer. The 
poems FreeQuency recited 
Thursday night expressed 
their personal thoughts 
about Black identity, roots 
and experiences through 
powerful language and 
specific details.

FreeQuency started 
their performance on the 
third floor of the Sawyer 
building by reading poems 
from their 2015 anthol-
ogy “Becoming Black” as 
well as new poems. Their 
work tackles different 

Connect with 
Morgan by emailing 
suffolkarts@gmail.com

Spoken poet 
‘FreeQuency’ 
shares poems 

on Black 
identity   

themes and incorporates 
current events. For exam-
ple, the first piece they 
recited, “the seven deadly 
American sins,” is a trib-
ute to Trayvon Martin, the 
African-American teen-
ager fatally shot in 2012 
by George Zimmerman, 
whose death led to the 
emergence of the Black 
Lives Matter Movement. 

FreeQuency’s poetry 
also dives into personal 
topics, such as their child-
hood experience moving 

from Kenya to the United 
States and growing up 
as a Black person in this 
country. The poem “les-
sons on being an African 
immigrant in America” 
lists the ways they had 
to act and the traits they 
had to change about 
themself to blend better 
into American culture. 
In the poem, FreeQuency 
describes having to lose 
their accent and people 

joking about their African 
name, Mwende Kalondu 
Katwiwa.

The writer explained 
that most of the inspira-
tion for their poetry stems 
from events in their per-
sonal life.

“I use poetry a lot to just 
process through what it is 
I’m going through in my 
own personal life, to help 
me answer bigger ques-
tions,” said FreeQuency. 
“It’s easier for me to pro-
cess my thoughts when I’m 

writing them because you 
have to be specific when 
writing something down 
rather than just having 
things race around in your 
head.” 

Another big theme 
in FreeQuency’s reading 
was colonialism. One of 
their poems described 
the deep faith they had 
in Christianity as a child, 
and realizing they could 
not see themself in God’s 

image because every 
depiction of Jesus showed 
him with pale skin, light 
hair and blue eyes. The 
poet later explains how 
Christianity was spread to 
Africa through coloniza-
tion, and although a new 
religion was brought to 
the country, God was not.

Between poems, she 
asked the audience if 
anyone was born before 
the year 1994, the year 
apartheid ended in South 
Africa.

“We like to talk about 
these things as if they’re 
so far in our past, but 
for at least two of us in 
here, it was a thing that 
was actually more of a 
reality,” said FreeQuency 
while introducing one of 
their poems.

Before FreeQuency 
took the stage, a handful 
of students performed 
their own poems. The 
students’ emotional poetry 

talked about an array of 
subjects, such as mental 
health, harmful relation-
ships, violence and White 
privilege.

“I think all kinds of 
writing help with all 
kinds of emotions. It’s a 
place that people are a 
bit more honest than they 
are in real life because 
it’s a judgement free zone 
when you’re just writing 
to your notebook,” said 
FreeQuency. “And then, I 
think the decision to share 

it too often lets people 
know that they’re not 
alone in those things that 
they think they’re experi-
encing alone.”

After FreeQuency’s 
performance, the event 
opened into a Q&A ses-
sion. Students asked for 
the poet’s advice on how 
to start writing poetry and 
how to memorize their 
work, as well as their writ-
ing style, where they find 

inspiration and expressing 
emotion through writing. 

“I feel like when 
you should write, you 
should write about mean-
ing. That’s what I took 
away. Everything that 
FreeQuency did tonight 
had a meaning,” said Vice 
President of BSU and MC 
of the event, Mardochee 
Sylvestre.

The emotional night of 
literature was a lot for stu-
dents to digest, but they 
were able to take away 
powerful words and ideas.

“It was really cool to 
see that so many people 
are actually interested 
and invested and want 
to know more about [the 
poet], and I think [the 
audience] took away a 
lot about poetry and how 
they can get started and 
how they can be more 
confident as a poet,” said 
PC Entertainment Chair 
Jeanette Marasi.

FreeQuency’s perfor-
mance at Suffolk is part 
of her Spring 2019 tour. 
She will be returning to 
the area on March 20 
for a reading at Lesley 
University. 

“I feel like when you should write, you should 
write about meaning. That’s what I took away. 
Everything that FreeQuency did tonight had a 

meaning.” 
- BSU Vice President Mardochee Sylvestre

Morgan Hume / Arts Editor
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	 The Suffolk Journal:
Have something you passionately endorse or 
condemn? Come visit us in 930B, Sawyer.
Meetings are every Tuesday at 12:15pm in our office!

The newspaper and media industry 
has been around for centuries 

with the goal of providing citizens 
with the facts they need to view 

the world around them with more 
clarity. That industry has been 
rapidly changing, but still holds 

onto many of the traditional values 
and practices that it has had since 

it began.

As our student government 
electoral process enter the election 

season, The Suffolk Journal 
traditionally has chosen to endorse 

certain SGA candidates. Members of 
The Journal, past and current, have 

signed onto these endorsements.

Writers, reporters and journalists 
are not robots. We are people with 

feelings, biases and opinions.

However, this year, like the media 
industry as a whole, The Journal is 
changing: we will not be publishing 

or voicing any particular 
endorsement of any candidate as a 

collective staff.

We feel that this year, and going 
forward, we have chosen not to 
endorse any candidates as we 

believe it damages our reputation 
as an impartial news outlet. We 

believe that the Suffolk community 
should use our news coverage, word-

of-mouth and listening directly 
to the candidates to decide who 

they choose to support — not The 
Journal’s endorsement.

While we recognize that certain 
members of our staff may endorse 

or support specific candidates 
individually, The Journal, as 
a collective body “declines to 

comment,” so to speak, on who we 
support throughout this year’s SGA 

elections.

~ The Suffolk Journal Staff

Editor’s Word
Rebuttal: The only person who 

should make decisions about 
abortions are the patient and doctor 

Level the proposed tackling bill 
before it gets reviewed

See FOOTBALL - 14

Ryan Arel
Opinion Editor

The Suffolk Journal’s website was the 
only way for readers to access opinion 
stories. That has since changed.
Follow @SuffolkOpinion on Twitter
to see the most recent opinion stories.

Last week, an opinion 
article was published titled 
“Andrew Cuomo and other 
Democrats have heartlessly 
condoned infanticide,” 
written by Nick Sammarco.  
Within this article, Sam-
marco blatantly chooses 
to ignore definitions that 
do not suit his needs and 
relies on scare tactics in 
order to shame anyone 
who chooses to receive an 
abortion.

One of the first 
concepts Sammarco 
introduces is infanticide, 
which he defines as “the 
deliberate killing of an 
infant.” However, Sam-
marco deliberately left 
off a key phrase from this 
definition, “within a year 
of birth,” as defined by The 
Oxford Dictionary. Abor-
tion, therefore, cannot 
be considered infanticide 
because an abortion is not 
performed on a baby after-
birth. By labeling abortion 
as infanticide, Sammarco 
has begun using one of his 
first scare tactics to shame 
the people who receive 
abortions.

Secondly, the defini-

tion of the Reproductive 
Health Act (RHA) that the 
New York Senate passed 
on Jan. 22, 2019 that Sam-
marco refernced hides key 
information regarding why 
the law was passed. 

According to the jus-
tification section of the 
bill, “In 1970, New York 
legalized abortion in some 
circumstances, thereby 
recognizing that a woman 
has a fundamental right 
to make medical decisions 
about the course of a preg-
nancy. Three years later, 
the Supreme Court of the 
United States issued its 
landmark decision in (Roe 
v. Wade).” The bill goes on 
to explain that the purpose 
of the RHA is to decrimi-
nalize abortion and correct 
New York’s laws so they 
are not unconstitutional, 
as they are currently.

Sammarco states that 
“this law effectively allows 
for late term abortions 
on demand, up to the 
moment of birth, includ-
ing abortions performed 
on perfectly viable unborn 
children.” The actual cir-
cumstances surrounding 
an abortion in New York 
that are supported by the 
RHA are “that an abor-
tion may be performed 

by a licensed, certified, 
or authorized practitioner 
within 24 weeks from 
the commencement of 
pregnancy, or there is an 
absence of fetal viability, 
or at any time when neces-
sary to protect a patient's 
life or health,” according 
to Section 2 of the bill.

Breaking that down, an 
abortion is legal before the 
six-month mark during a 
pregnancy if the fetus will 
not survive the pregnancy 
or when a mother’s life is 
at risk if the pregnancy is 
carried to full term.

After the start of the 
third trimester, potential 
mothers don’t choose to 
get an abortion simply 
because they want to or 
because they’re concerned 
for their mental health. 
Abortions performed 
between 24 weeks and the 
beginning of labor are not 
performed on fetuses that 
are unwanted.  Those are 
wanted fetuses; fetuses 
with names, with cribs, 
with teddy bears, onesies 
and already painted nurs-
ery walls.

A pregnant person has 
the right to choose their 
own life over the life of an 
unborn fetus, and that is 
a hard choice to make. To 

threaten prison sentences 
on people who already 
have to grieve the death of 
their wanted child is cruel 
and unnecessary, but Sam-
marco did just that.

“If somebody murders 
an adult based on the 
belief that they may cause 
problems to their mental 
or emotional well-being in 
the future, they would go 
to prison. Why is this stan-
dard not applied to fully 
formed humans seconds 
away from birth?” wrote 
Sammarco.

This is yet another 
example of the scare tac-
tics Sammarco heavily 
relied on in order to get 
his point across, includ-
ing an extremely graphic 
detailing of the traumatic 
process of receiving an 
abortion.  

The only person who 
can comment on a per-
son’s right to an abortion 
should be the person 
who’s considering getting 
that abortion and their pri-
mary caregiver.

Phoebe Adams
Copy Editor

Connect with 
Phoebe by emailing 
suffolkcopyeditor@
gmail.com

C’mon, people. Let’s be 
smart about this.

Recently, Rep. Paul 
A. Schmid III and 20th 
Middlesex District State 
Rep. Bradley H. Jones Jr. 
have sponsored the bill An 
Act for No Organized Head 
Impacts on Schoolchildren, 
or the NO HITS Act, which 
seeks to ban tackle foot-
ball for children in seventh 
grade and younger in 
Massachusetts, according 
to The Herald News and 
other publications.

Now, nobody is saying 
playing tackle football is 
safer than no football at 
all— I’d argue that rugby, 
which is still popular in 
many nations, is worse 
— but this bill, as it 
currently stands, is incon-
siderably reactionary and 

short-sighted. It must be 
stopped or revised so kids 
can, at the very least, prac-
tice tackling on dummies 
until eighth grade.

Currently, many states 
mandate kids not to start 
tackle until middle school 
or following age 12. Some 
doctors argue they should 
not start until age 14 — 
which would fall around 
eighth grade — while 
some argue for around 
age 12 or shortly there-
after. The differences in 
injuries between flag foot-
ball and tackle are not that 
different, according to an 
expert cited in an arti-
cle published by the Des 
Moines Register. On the 
other hand, kids are also 
forced to focus more on 
agility playing flag foot-
ball as opposed to tackle, 
which can help them be 
better players.

However, this still 

doesn’t hold up as justi-
fication for this proposal. 
Here’s why: Schmid III 
and Jones Jr. haven’t con-
sidered the age groups 
affected and simple biol-
ogy in sports.

It really comes down 
to this: the will to do 
damage, and at what age, 
the caliber of damage that 
can be done by a player. 
Most may argue younger 
kids, in general, are not as 
aggressive and violent as 
teenagers. 

So, when should kids 
start just learning tack-
ling? When they’re young 
and innocent, small in 
size and without middle 
school and high school 
drama on their minds? 
Or when they’re livid, 
angsty eighth-graders still 
learning their strength 
and just discovered the 
weight room after some 
teammate of theirs asked 

their girlfriend to Friday 
night’s dance? You want to 
let that kid FINALLY have 
a crack at tackling?

Come on. Seriously. 
Furthermore, if kids 

are taught earlier how to 
tackle safely, then they 
will begin to develop the 
muscle memory of tack-
ling safely, which will help 
them be more efficient 
and safer tacklers later on 
in their football careers. 
Developing muscle 
memory of safe tackling 
techniques must be taught 
earlier than eighth grade.

Muscle memory, for 
those unfamiliar, refers 
to a memorized motion 
that can apply to sports 
and other activities, such 
as riding a bike, skiing or 
learning to throw a base-
ball; the things you “never 
forget” how to do on a 
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basic level. Any sport, 
for that matter, is more 
safely and better played 
when you give kids the 
ability to access all facets 
of the sport at a younger 
age. I mean, Tiger Woods 
was hitting golf balls 
at age 3, if that tells us 
anything.

With football, however, 
it is different being a con-
tact sport and the head 
trauma that can occur. 
It’s all about finding the 
age where kids are young 
enough to begin tackling, 
but old enough to do so 
with the best chance of 
safety. Instead of banning 
kids tackling all together 
prior to eighth grade, 
kids should still be learn-
ing tackling earlier than 
14 years old. How much 
younger is unclear and 
debated, but if not tackling 
each other, they should at 
least be learning tackling 
techniques by using tack-
ling dummies earlier than 
14, so when they do put 
on pads, they’re not com-
pletely in the dark about 

safe techniques.
Maybe I’m wrong, but 

let’s not forget that those 
kids are only going to get 
bigger and they’re only 
going to get stronger. 
Oh, and remember that 
grade of kids who didn’t 
learn safe tackling tech-
niques at a younger age? 
That they could’ve learned 
entering middle school? 
Well, they’re seniors now. 
And they’re going to start 
tackling freshmen who 
are way smaller than they 
are. Although they’ve been 
tackling for four years or 
so, their freshmen team-
mates may have only been 
tackling for one.

As seen in recent 
National Football League 
(NFL) games, NFL rule 
changes about how onside 
kicks are done — which 
make the kicking team 
unable to get a running 
start prior to the kick — 
have made onside kicks 
virtually impossible to 
recover for the kicking 
team and have taken away 
one of the most exciting 
components of nail-biter 
and playoffs games, citing 
an increase in safety as 

the reason. The percent 
of onside kicks has been 
sliced by nearly 66 per-
cent, according to an 
article by USA today. 

Like gun laws, abortion 
and immigration are topics 

of high interest right now 
in politics, head trauma 
in football is one of the 
hot topics in sports. The 
late Patriots former tight 
end Aaron Hernandez 
— remember him? — 
suffered from some of 
the most severe chronic 
traumatic encephalopa-

Freedom of speech is 
effectively dead in the U.K. 
Once the home of advo-
cates for human liberty 
like John Locke, Thomas 
Hobbes, John Stuart 
Mill, Winston Churchill 
and Margaret Thatcher, 
the U.K. has ditched free 
expression for the com-
forts of politically-correct 
tyranny.

On Feb. 9, The Daily 
Mail in the U.K. published 
a story detailing the har-
rowing detainment of 
38-year-old Kate Scottow. 
Scottow, a resident of 
Hertfordshire, England, 
was handcuffed in front 
of her autistic ten-year-old 
daughter and breastfeed-
ing 20-month-old son, 

brought into custody and 
held for seven hours in a 
single jail cell. 

What heinous action 
warranted such drastic 
measures? The crime of 
“misgendering,” or calling 
a transgender individual 
by their biologically deter-
mined set of pronouns 
instead of their preferred 
pronouns, precipitated 
Scottow’s arrest. Stephanie 
Hayden, a biological male 
who recently transitioned 
to identifying as female 
on social media, reported 
Scottow to the police. 

Scottow’s detainment is 
a complete departure from 
the principle of free speech 
because it criminalizes 
offensive speech by con-
flating it with harassment. 
Scottow was detained by 
police for harassment under 
the Equality Act of 2010, 

which according to Citizens 
Advice, a governmental help 
organization in the U.K., 
includes in its definition 
of harassment “offensive 
emails, tweets or comments 
on social networking sites.” 
This is a major difference 
from most harassment laws 
in the U.S., which do not 
define offensive speech 
alone as harassment. 

In Massachusetts, for 
example, a person consid-
ered guilty of harassment 
“willfully and maliciously 
engages in a knowing pat-
tern of conduct or series 
of acts over a period of 
time directed at a specific 
person, which seriously 
alarms that person and 
would cause a reasonable 
person to suffer substan-
tial emotional distress,” 
according to Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 265 

thy (CTE) ever found in a 
person his age, according 
to the Washington Post. 
CTE contributes to demen-
tia, suicide and other 
ailments.

Head trauma is import-

ant to monitor and keeping 
players safe is something 
we need to consider with 
the utmost importance. 
Does safety matter more 
than the viewing expe-
rience? You bet it does. 
Should we be concerned 
about head trauma in the 
NFL and younger kids play-

ing football? Absolutely. 
Should we change the 
rules of football to keep 
people safer? Of course, 
but with limits to keep 
viewing experience as 
good as possible while still 
addressing safety.

We must be careful 
in these endeavors. Like 
balancing when any kid 
is young enough to tackle 
but old enough to do so 
safely, we must be sure to 
teach kids that tackling is 
no laughing matter and 
must be done safely.

There’s a saying in 
sports called “trust the 
process,” which means 
even if you aren’t get-
ting anywhere or making 
progress, if you keep at it, 
you’ll get it. We must do 
the same with our science, 
as research will continue 
to be done on how to play 
football safely and how to 
tackle safely.

If on the other side of 
this research, years from 
now, scientists prove that 
no tackling should be done 
until 14, then great. But 
muscle memory and tack-
ling safely is important to 
learn younger as it only 

§43A.    
Regardless of your views 

on gender identity or the 
issues surrounding trans-
genderism, anyone who 
puts value in the notion 
of human liberty or the 
inalienable right to freedom 
of speech should find this 
event deeply concerning. 
Speech that one finds offen-
sive is completely protected 
by the First Amendment in 
the United States, and right-
fully so. 

If we set the standard of 
when the government can 
imprison people for speech 
at such an arbitrary stan-
dard as “offensive” speech, 
we destroy open debate. 
Offense is a completely 
subjective standard and one 
ripe for abuse by political 
opponents and tyrannical 
governments. Somebody 
reading this column may 

find something that I 
write personally offensive, 
yet I have an inalienable 
right to continue writing. 
Offensive speech is speech 
that expresses an opinion 
that is unpopular. If society 
decides that some opinions 
are to be censored, we col-
lectively lose our capacity 
to think and speak freely. 

There exists an inalien-
able right to freedom of 
speech in the U.S., but 
nobody possesses an 
inalienable right to not be 
offended. However, in the 
U.K., the right to free speech 
has been supplanted by 
the tyrannical notion that 
one has the right not to be 
offended. In a 1943 speech 
to Parliament, Sir Winston 
Churchill stated that “We 
must beware of a tyranny 
of opinion which tries to 
make only one side of a 

question the one which may 
be heard.” If Churchill were 
alive today, he would not 
recognize his own nation. 
Instead of insisting that all 
opinions are allowed, the 
U.K. has enshrined in their 
laws the stifling of dissent-
ing speech. Scottow’s arrest 
is a startling example of 
this new reality. 

The arrest of Kate 
Scottow is further proof 
that free speech in the 
U.K. is dead. Centuries of 
defending the inalienable 
right to free speech has 
given way to an anti-Brit-
ish and anti-liberty belief 
in the right not to be 
offended.

From FOOTBALL - 14

Football players should not learn tackling right as 
they’re learning their strength
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gets better as kids get 
older. 

If kids cannot at least 
learn the techniques ear-
lier, whether on opposing 
players or not, a surge of 
injuries is arguably inev-
itable since they’ll be 
starting tackling much 
bigger, much stronger and 
at a much riper age than 
they would if they started 
earlier. This bill, if it were 
to be passed, will inevita-
bly lead to more injuries 
and we will embark on 
years and years of reckless 
tackling by teenagers.

They say if you don’t 
want a kid to be disre-
spectful in their teens, 
teach them respect as 
young children. Though 
on a smaller scale, this is 
no different. Introducing 
kids to tackling later in 
their careers will only set 
them up for failure — in 
their performance and in 

Detainment of British 
woman for misgendering 
person shows free speech 

is under attack in UK
Colin Cavanaugh / Graphics Editor

Colin Cavanaugh / Graphics Editor
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Track standouts run their way to Regionals 
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Remembering Nick Cafardo 

In only their second 
season, Suffolk University 
Track has flourished into a 
program that has become 
well recognized, not only 
in their conference, but 
also nationwide. 

Combined, the men’s 
and women’s team have a 
total of 34 athletes, over 
75 percent of them being 
freshmen. Some of them 
are runners and others 
compete in field events 
such as the shot put. 

With a season that 
began at the beginning of 
December, many members 
of the team have worked 
nonstop to put Suffolk 
on the board of leaders. 

On Feb. 23 the program 
got to showcase some of 
it’s top athletes in the 
New England Division 
III Regional Indoor 
Championships.

On the men’s side, 
freshman Matyas Csiki-
Fejer was the lone Suffolk 
runner who went to 
Regionals at MIT. The 
women’s team traveled 
to Bowdoin College with 
junior runners Emma 
Weise, Emily Manfra and 
Mariama Kamara along 
with freshman Allison 
Rodrigues who competed 
in the shot put. 

“It’s always great to see 
the athletes having suc-
cess,” said head coach Will 
Feldman in an interview 
with The Suffolk Journal. 
“They work extremely 
hard year round so it’s 
extremely rewarding when 
they surpass their goals. 
We’ve been fortunate 

to have folks competing 
at such a high level this 
year.”

While this was the 
second time that Weisse 
and Manfra had gone to 
Regionals, Kamara and 
Rodrigues went for their 
first time. The Lady Rams 
finished 20th out of 26 
teams, but this was the 
first time that Suffolk put 
up a team score. 

One of the best finishes 
for the Lady Rams came 
from Manfra, who finished 
fourth place in the mile. 
Manfra was recently rec-
ognized as the only Ram 
to go ever go to NCAA DIII 
Nationals. Again, her name 
has come among some of 
the best DIII runners as 
she is ranked 11th in the 
nation for the mile. 

“I won’t lie it’s fun to 
have fellow coaches from 
around the country reach 

out and take notice of 
how well [Manfra] and 
our other athletes are per-
forming,” said Feldman. 
“As an alum it can be a 
little surreal to see Suffolk 
athletes sitting at the top 
of the national rankings. 
[Manfra] is just starting to 
scratch the surface of what 
she’s capable of, and it’s 
going to be fun to not only 
see how her indoor season 
finishes up but what’s in 
her future here at Suffolk.”

In the 60-meter dash 
Kamara finished in 9th 
place with a time of 8.07 
seconds. Rodrigues made 
Suffolk history by becom-
ing the first athlete to 
compete in the field in the 
shot put. She finished in 
15th place with a distance 
of 10.76 meters. 

Feldman said that what 
many people don’t real-
ize is how hard it is for 
freshman like Rodrigues 

to qualify for an event 
like this. 

“I think it’s been over-
looked this year, but 
Allison was a huge recruit 
for us last year,” said 
Feldman. “She was one 
of the top throwers in 
Massachusetts last year 
as a senior in high school 
and even qualified for high 
school nationals. I have 
no doubt she is going to 
achieve big things this 
outdoor season, and will 
have an amazing career at 
Suffolk.”

On the men’s side, 
Csiki-Fejer has had many 
standout performances 
in only his first year with 
the program. As a member 
of the Cross-Country 
team last semester, 
Csiki-Fejer garnered a 
third place finish in the 
Great Northeast Athletic 
Conference (GNAC) 
Championship. Eventually, 
he would go on to be 
named the GNAC Rookie 
of the Year. 

While he was alone at 
Regionals, Csiki-Fejer said 
that this did not make him 
nervous as he took the line 
for his race. He explained 

that in high school much 
of his experience has been 
with outdoor track rather 
than indoor. 

“It can be pretty nerve 
wracking, but at that point 
you know that you’ve done 

everything you could have 
done to prepare and it’s 
pointless to think about 
what you might have done 
differently,” said Csiki-
Fejer. “What you do know 
is that you have a bunch 

of good practices under 
your belt and that you’ve 
been putting in the work 
throughout the season.” 

Csiki-Fejer’s main goal 
for the end of the season is 
to break his mile record of 
4:17. As he continues his 
career as a Suffolk athlete 
it shows that he someday 
may be a leader for the 
program. 

While the season has 
nearly come to a close, the 
team has no offseason as 
outdoor track will begin in 
late March. Their first meet 
is the Bears Invitational on 
March 23 at Bridgewater 
State University. 

“It’s cool to see that 
we actually have people 
following. It’s been fun to 
make people realize we 
have a team,” said Manfra 
in an interview with The 
Journal. “It’s helping for 
recruits a lot, which is 
awesome. I’d love to see 
this program grow.” 
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Matyas Csiki-Fejer was 
the only men’s Ram runner to 

compete in DIII Regionals. 

Emily Manfra took her talents to 
DIII Regionals where she 
placed fourth in the mile.   

Nick Cafardo died from 
an embolism on Thursday 
outside of the Red Sox 
clubhouse in Fort Myers, 
FL. He was 62. 

Cafardo truly embod-
ied what it means to be 
a hard working journal-
ist. His success did not 
just happen overnight 
though; in fact, he did 
not even learn English 
until the sixth grade. 
Cafardo’s journey started 
in Hanson, MA, where 
he attended Whitman-
Hanson Regional High 
School as an athlete and 
band member. 

Cafardo later paved 
himself a path to 
Northeastern University, 
where he pursued a 
degree in journalism, 
but ultimately ended up 
graduating from Suffolk 
University. Cafardo did 
not graduate as antic-
ipated though, he left 
Suffolk with one semes-
ter so he could go cover 
Major League Baseball 
(MLB) spring training for 
the Patriot Ledger. At the 
time, it was either cover 
spring training or decline 
the job at the Patriots 
Ledger; for Cafardo, the 
decision to leave school 

was easy. He later came 
back to Suffolk and even 
ended up walking the 
same year as his son 
Benjamin Cafardo, who 
also has attended Suffolk. 

“It was very important 
to Cafardo that he finish 
his degree so he could 
graduate with his son” 
said Dr. Robert Rosenthal, 
the chair of the ADPR 
department at Suffolk, in 
a recent interview with the 
Suffolk Journal. 

Cafardo went on and 
covered sports for The 
Brockton Enterprise and 
Patriot Ledger before 
moving onto the Boston 
Globe in 1989 where he 
worked for 30 years. With 
passion and determina-
tion, Cafardo rose to be 
one of the most promi-
nent MLB journalists in 
the entire country. His 
column, “Baseball Sunday 
Notes,” was recognized 
on a national level for 15 
years, as he never missed 
a week. 

Cafardo was versa-
tile, though. Starting in 
2001, he covered the New 
England Patriots for seven 
years for the Boston Globe 
where he experienced 
three Super Bowl victories 
as a member of the media. 
After his run in football, 
Cafardo switched back to 
reporting on baseball. He 
did not just cover multi-
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ple sports, but he covered 
them in multiple ways. 
Cafardo often appeared 
as an MLB analyst on New 
England Sports Network 
(NESN), MLB Network and 
other national and local 
networks. 

“Cafardo was one of the 
first people to get involved 
with NESN back in the 
1980s, he was very cutting 
edge,” said Dr. Rosenthal. 

Cafardo’s talents surely 
never went unrecognized. 
In 1994, Cafardo was 
named Boston Magazine’s 
Best Sportswriter. More 
recently, he was named 
2014 Massachusetts 
Sports Writer of the 
Year, and in 2017 was the 
awarded the esteemed 

Dave O’Hara Award by the 
Boston Baseball Writers 
Association. 

Cafardo will be remem-
bered as a diligent reporter 
who passed away while 
doing what he loved.

“Cafardo was a very 
good human being. He 
was personable, he treated 
people well and he men-
tored young writers,” said 
Dr. Rosenthal.

Cafardo is survived by 
his wife Leeanne Mary, his 
son Benjamin, his daughter 
Emilee, his grandchildren 
Annabella and Noah and 
his brother Fred. 
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Hagopian shoots his way 
into Suffolk history 
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After a long, illustrious 
career as a Suffolk Ram, 
senior Mike Hagopian will 
be leaving the team stand-
ing alone as the single 
most prolific shooter 
from beyond the arc in the 
school’s history. 

But the guard from 
Watertown was looking 
to leave more than just a 
legacy during game day. 

“If I could leave one 
impression here at Suffolk, 
I want to be remembered 
as someone who never 
quit,” said Hagopian in a 
recent interview with The 
Suffolk Journal. 

Junior forward Steve 
DiPrizio believes he has 
accomplished that through 
his selflessness as a leader 
and teammate, as well as 
commenting on his out-
standing work ethic. 

“He loves to celebrate 
the success of his team-
mates,” said DiPrizio in a 
recent interview with The 
Journal. “He’s a guy who 
stays in the gym late and 
gets in early to get shots 
up and work on his game.”

Sophomore guard 
Brendan Mulson, in a 
recent interview with The 
Journal, added to what 
DiPrizio had said, noting 
Hagopian’s ability to 
mentor young players. 

“[Hagopian] is a really 
good guy off the court,” 
said Mulson. “Since day 
one, him and all the seniors 
took me in under their 
wing. I’ve gotten really 
close with [Hagopian] and 
the bond that basketball 
brings won’t be broken for 
a lifetime. I consider him 
one of my best friends.”

“He didn’t miss a game 
in all four years of play-
ing, and each game gave 
his teammates all he had 
to help put us in a position 
to win,” said DiPrizio. 

As a captain, DiPrizio 
added it is the selfless-
ness of Hagopian that 
speaks the most to him as 
an individual both on and 
off the court. 

Though he has etched 
himself into Suffolk lore 
through his collegiate 
impact, Hagopian started 
his days of domination 
far before ever touching 
the wooden floors of the 
Regan Gymnasium. 

Hagopian began as a 
second grader playing 
biddy basketball. Always 
ahead of the competition, 
he was ordered not to steal 
the ball away from oppo-
nents and not to press on 
defense. On top of that, he 
was one of the rare kids 
who could dribble with his 
off-hand. 

“My dad would tell me 
that it would separate me 
from the rest, if I can drib-
ble and make layups with 
my left,” said Hagopian. 

Hagopian was also 
a baseball and football 
player for seven years, 
before deciding to focus 
on basketball. 

Entering high school 
at Watertown High with a 
stature of 5 foot, 3 inches 
and weighing 100 pounds, 
Hagopian would make the 
varsity squad as a fresh-
man despite being smaller 
than most.

After starting for two 
years as a junior and 
senior, Hagopian made 
enough of an impact to 
attract the attention of 
then Rams head coach 
Adam Nelson, much like 
many other DIII programs. 

“I had over 15 other 
schools recruiting me,” 
remembered Hagopian. 
“Ultimately, I did my 
research on Suffolk’s busi-
ness school and saw how 
good it was. I loved the 
location in Boston and I 
saw it as a place where I 
could impact greatly. I saw 
the previous records and 
thought I could help turn 
that around.”

After four years, 
Hagopian has netted 233 
three-point field goals, 
good for six more than 
anyone else in Ram his-
tory. On top of that, the 

four-year starter totaled 
more than 1,000 career 
points. Most of all, he was 
a reliable teammate. 

“For however many 
minutes he’s on the court 
he will give you all he has 
got from the tip until the 
last buzzer,” said DiPrizio. 
“He’s a guy we knew we 
could rely on when we 
needed someone to knock 
down a shot, a guy we 
knew could help get us a 
stop on defense when we 
needed it the most.”

Mulson later added 
Hagopian’s ability to 
remain composed during 
crucial stretches of a game 
will forever have a lasting 
impression on him. 

“[Hagopian] is always 
calm and never gets too 
big for the moment, he 
stays calm when the going 
gets tough.”

Hagopian is looking 
to continue to play after 
college, as he has been in 
contact with teams over-
seas in hopes of expanding 
his basketball career. 

Nonetheless, Hagopian 
realizes his days as a Ram 
are over, but hopes he 
leaves a legacy that every-
one within the basketball 
program will remember 
fondly.

“I hope that all that 
I have accomplished, all 
the work I put in inspires 
those that come after me. 
I gave this team every-
thing I had for four years. 
I hope I am able to leave 
a legacy behind, and to 
always be remembered 
within the school. People 
will outscore me, I’m 
sure someone will break 
the three-point record at 
some point as well, but no 
one can take away what 
I endured through this 
program. It's truly been a 
pleasure,” said Hagopian. 
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